THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

MORNING PRAYER: RITE 11
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First Free Church of Pennsylvania
Est. 1853

During this time when we aren’t able to be together physically, we invite you
to join us in other ways. Please check our Website, Facebook, and YouTube
pages regularly for new information and video messages. In addition, the
April edition of the Messenger will be available this week. If you are in need
of groceries, medicine, or any other essentials please let us know by calling
(717) 299-1188 or emailing equilla@stjohns-lancaster.org. We have a number
of volunteers and staff members willing and able to run errands as needed.



https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw

MORNING PRAYER 11

PRELUDE Faith F. Mendelssohn
OPENING SENTENCES BCP 76

Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me.” Mark 8:34

CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 79
Officiant ~ Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Officiant and People together

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER BCP 80

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.
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FirsT CANTICLE: JUBILATE (spoken) BCP 82

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

PsaLm 130

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LorD;
Lorb, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, LorD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.

4 T wait for the LorD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the LORD,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the LorD, *
for with the LorD there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

FIrsT LESsoN: EZexiEL 37:1-14

The hand of the LOrRD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the

Lorb and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”



I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones,
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord Gobp to
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lorp.” So I prophesied as I had
been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me,
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord Gop: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the LorD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your
own soil; then you shall know that I, the LorD, have spoken and will act,” says

the LORD.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SECOND CANTICLE: THE THIRD SONG OF ISAIAH BCP 87

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
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The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECcOND LESSON: RoMANS 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE SEQUENCE HYmN O bless the Lord, my soul!
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6 Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!



GOSPEL LESSON: Joun 11:1-45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after
this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to
his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me,
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?”” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly
and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her,
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have
you laid him?”” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep.
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So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard
me. [ knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE HOMILY
THE APOSTLES’ CREED BCP 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY



MusicAL OFFERING

O Rest in the Lord

F. Mendelssohn

During this unprecedented time, giving is crucial to our health and viability. Please
consider this a time of reflection and an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing
ministries of St. John'’s. Contributions can be mailed to the church office (321 W.

Chestnut Street, Lancaster, PA 17603) or given online at https://stjohns-lancaster.org.

Thank you!

THE PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES B

Day by day we bless you;
We praise your name for ever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

And we shall never hope in vain.

PIPFSPIRPSPRS

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

BCP 97

BCP 98


https://stjohns-lancaster.org

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners:
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that,
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

A L1TANY IN THE TIME OF COVID-19
(adapted from the original written by The Rev. Michael Kurth)

Most merciful God, we come to you in this time of anxiety and uncertainty surrounding
the outbreak of COVID-19. As the sorrows of our heart and mind increase, we beseech
you to save us from all trouble and fear.

For all who have died, especially Max Curtin: receive them into the arms of your mercy,
grant them eternal peace, and surround those who mourn especially Terrence, Robin,
Jacob, and Ben Curtin with your healing grace.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For those directly infected with the virus: help them recover in good health and restore
them in body, mind and spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those at high risk of infection, especially the elderly, those with underlying illnesses,
the marginalized, and the poor: keep them healthy and free from all sickness.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those in quarantine, the shut-in, and the infirmed: help them find peace, keep them
in good health, and renew their mind and spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all hospitals, doctors, nurses, and staff: protect them as they minister to the sick,
relieve all stress, and provide the resources and space to meet the needs of all the
infirmed.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For first responders: guard them from all harm and grant them strength and courage as
they respond to all calls for help.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For service industry workers and those forced to work as their community shuts down:
keep them healthy, bestow the resources to best care for themselves and their families,
and assure them in times of financial and medical anxiety.

Lord, hear our prayer.



For those experiencing financial loss and uncertainty of resources: have mercy on them,
alleviate any fear, and provide for them daily bread and wage.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of this nation and the world: help them make sound and safe decisions to
best secure the future of our planet.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all schools, students, teachers, administrators and school staff: as schools close, feed
those who will go hungry without guaranteed meals and shelter all students have no
place to live.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For all scientists and those working to find a cure: inspire them towards your truth and
help them discover and disseminate a vaccine and cure.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all media and journalists: protect them from all harm in their reporting and move
them to be a vector of truth and certainty, and never fear or panic.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all places of worship: embolden them to be beacons of hope and love and help us to
gather however and wherever we can — be it in person or online — to give you praise.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the young: spare them from harm and fear and keep them a joyful sign of your love
and light.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For all parents: build in them strength and fortitude for the time ahead and give them the
words and witness to be wise counselors and compassionate caregivers.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Stir up in us a spirit of compassion for the time ahead and inspire us to share the Good
News of your love and hope.
Amen.

The congregation is invited to add their own prayers silently or aloud.

PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM BCP 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in

this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
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CLOSING PRAYER (Planning for Rites and Rituals: Year A)

Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the
help of your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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DisMISSAL BCP 102
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the

Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13
POSTLUDE Voluntary VI
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