
  

 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

Ante-Communion: Rite II 
April 26, 2020 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During this time when we aren’t able to be together physically, we invite you 
to join us in other ways. Please check our Website, Facebook, and YouTube 
pages regularly for new information and video messages. If you are in need of 
groceries, medicine, or any other essentials please let us know by calling 
(717) 299-1188 or emailing equilla@stjohns-lancaster.org. We have a number 
of volunteers and staff members willing and able to run errands as needed.  

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw
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The Word of God 

 

Prelude  Hilariter                                   arr. K.L. Scott                  
 

Opening Hymn         Alleluia! The strife is o’ er, the battle done   
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Opening Acclamation                
 

Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise  Surely it is God who saves me 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

 O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
 bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
 work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and for ever. Amen.  
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First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

 

 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the
 entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 
 Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this, they were cut 
 to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 
 do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 
 Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
 away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many 
 other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
 generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about 
 three thousand persons were added. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 

 

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 

I came to grief and sorrow. 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 

"O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 

10 How shall I repay the Lord * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 

in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 

is the death of his servants. 
14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 

in the presence of all his people, 
 17 In the courts of the Lord's house, * 

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 
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Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
 

 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
 deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were 
 ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable 
 things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
 without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but 
 was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 
 trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
 and hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience 
 to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 
 heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through 
 the living and enduring word of God. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

The Sequence Hymn  Jesus is Lord of all the earth    
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Gospel Lesson: Luke 24: 13-35 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called 
 Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all 
 these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
 himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing 
 him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
 along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
 answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
 things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 
 They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
 deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
 handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  
 

 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
 now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our 
 group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did 
 not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
 vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
 the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he 
 said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
 prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
 things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 
 prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  
 

 As  they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
 were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
 almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
 to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
 from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
 while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  
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 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
 and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
 indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the 
 road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
  

      The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
                          
The Homily      The Rev. Matt MacDougall 

 

The Nicene Creed (Please stand)   BCP 358 

  
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. (pause) 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried 

  On the third day he rose again 

    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 



8 

 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

A Litany in the Time of COVID-19  
(adapted from the original written by The Rev. Michael Kurth) 
 

Most merciful God, we come to you in this time of anxiety and uncertainty surrounding 
the outbreak of COVID-19. As the sorrows of our heart and mind increase, we beseech 
you to save us from all trouble and fear.  
 

For all who have died, especially Ralph, Ann, Donna, and Mary, receive them into the 
arms of your mercy, grant them eternal peace, and surround those who mourn with your 
healing grace.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those directly infected with the virus: help them recover in good health and restore 
them in body, mind and spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those at high risk of infection, especially the elderly, those with underlying illnesses, 
the marginalized, and the poor: keep them healthy and free from all sickness.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those in quarantine, the shut-in, and the infirmed: help them find peace, keep them in 
good health, and renew their mind and spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all hospitals, doctors, nurses, and staff: protect them as they minister to the sick, 
relieve all stress, and provide the resources to meet the needs of all the infirmed.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For first responders: guard them from all harm and grant them strength and courage as 
they respond to all calls for help.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For service industry workers and those forced to work as their community shuts down: 
keep them healthy, bestow the resources to best care for themselves and their families, 
and assure them in times of financial and medical anxiety.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those experiencing financial loss and uncertainty of resources: have mercy on them, 
alleviate any fear, and provide for them daily bread and wage.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
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For the leaders of this nation and the world: help them make sound and safe decisions to 
best secure the future of our planet.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all schools, students, teachers, administrators and school staff: as schools remain 
closed, feed those who will go hungry without guaranteed meals and shelter all students 
have no place to live.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all scientists and those working to find a cure: inspire them towards your truth and 
help them discover and disseminate a vaccine and cure.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all media and journalists: protect them from all harm in their reporting and move 
them to be a vector of truth and certainty, and never fear or panic.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all places of worship: embolden them to be beacons of hope and love and help us to 
gather however and wherever we can – be it in person or online – to give you praise.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the young: spare them from harm and fear and keep them a joyful sign of your love 
and light.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all parents: build in them strength and fortitude for the time ahead and give them the 
words and witness to be wise counselors and compassionate caregivers.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Stir up in us a spirit of compassion for the time ahead and inspire us to share the Good 
News of your love and hope. Amen. 
 

The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!) 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People    And also with you. 
 

The Offertory 

 

During this unprecedented time, giving is crucial to our health and viability. Please consider 
this a time of reflection and an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing ministries of St. John’s. 
Contributions can be mailed to the church office (321 W. Chestnut Street, Lancaster, PA 17603) 

or given online at https://stjohns-lancaster.org. Thank you!  
 

Musical Offering My Faith Has Found a Resting Place              arr. M. Hayes 

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
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The Lord’s Prayer                    
 

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Blessing 
 

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing 
of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  This joyful Eastertide 
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The Dismissal                
 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Postlude   Fanfare on Alleluia No. 1          J. Honoré 

 

 

 

Upcoming Ministry Opportunities this week at St. John’s: 

Sunday, April 26 

11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
12:00 p.m.  Vestry Meeting (Zoom) 
 

Monday, April 27 

7:00 p.m.   Stewardship Committee (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, April 29 

12:00 p.m.  Prayer (Facebook Live) 
4:30 p.m.   Youth Group (Zoom) 

 

Weekly Support Opportunities 

Thank you for your continual support of our food pantry ministry. Your contributions of 
nonperishable items (left on the back porch of Becker House and collected by staff) and 
donations allow us to feed so many neighbors struggling to make ends meet during this 
difficult time. Thank you for being good news to those in need. The Food Pantry is open 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:30—3:30 p.m. If you know someone who can’t get 
to St. John’s please let us know, so we can deliver it to them! 
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Our Ministers  
 

All Baptized Members 

 

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 

The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  
matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 

Vestry  

 

Debbie Carter (Senior Warden), Webb Cook (Junior Warden), Sue Heilman,  
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, Nicole Pham, Heather Trenary,  

John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale 

 

Staff 

 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 

Paul Reese, Minister of Music 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 

Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 

 

Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  

 

Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  

The Rev. William Archer 
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 

The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

 

Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 


