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The Word of God 

Gathering Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting and Invitation adapted from the prayer of Mary Luti 
 

Leader   Dear Friends in Christ, peace be with you on this holy night. It is a night of 
    love – for on this night Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment: to love 
    each other as he loved them. It is a night of communion – for on this night 
    Jesus gave not only a commandment, but also a sign: bread and wine broken 
    and poured, to remember him. It is a night of loving service – for on this 
    night Jesus gave us not only a commandment, not only a sign, but also an 
    example: on his knees with basin and towel, washing feet. It is also a night 
    of betrayal – for on this night a man Jesus loved sold him for money, and 
    brought soldiers to seize and bind him as he prayed.  
 

    This night is joyous, fierce, tender, terrible. We begin in light, with memories 
    and stories, friends and feasting. We end in shadows, with fear of what’s to 
    come. We begin as the friends of Jesus did long ago: together, as one. We end 
    as they did: scattered in the dark. We begin as they did: singing of love and 
    deliverance. We end as they did: without a single sound. Friends, be at peace 
    on this holy night. Enter it with open hearts. 
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The Blessing of the Meal 

 

Leader  Welcome to this meal, a meal of self-giving love, fellowship, and grace. 
People  We come to share our food and our lives. 
 

Leader  We come to break bread together, and open ourselves to each other. 
People  We come to express our faith and our thanks. 
 

Leader  May God bless this food and this fellowship. 
People  As we share our food, we give thanks for this abundance, and we remember 
   those who do not have enough. 
 

Leader  May God give us a hunger for justice and a determination to serve those in 
   need. Amen. 
 

Setting the Table 

 

Leader  On the table in the midst of this community with whom Christ is present we 
   set symbols to remind us of His promises to us: 
 

People  A candle, to remind us of the way, “I am the light of the world; whoever 
   follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

 

Leader  Bread and wine, symbols to remind us of God’s love, “I am the bread of life. 
   The bread that I shall give is myself for the life of the world.” 

 

People  God, we welcome your presence with us. May the food and companionship 
   we  share nourish our bodies, hearts, and minds. And may our spirits be 
   refreshed. As we live in the light of your presence be with us now and  
   always. Amen. 
 

Food is Served. Stories are Shared. 
 

The Holy Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
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Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will 
never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with 
me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew 
who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."  
 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
 

Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot 
come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Meditation          The Rev. Amanda Knouse 

  

The words of the Rev. Andrew Hege reminded me that Jesus’ love expressed on 
Maundy Thursday is a little different than the love we may be accustomed to…  

 

Love one another. 
Love one another and bear each other’s burdens. 
Love one another and feel one another’s pains. 
Love one another and allow the possibility of being hurt or taken advantage of. 
Love one another and open yourself to being understood in your depths. 
Love one another and make amends where you have wronged the other. 
Love one another and sit with the one who cries, who hungers, who hurts. 
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Maundy Thursday love is not easy because it is the type of genuine love that does 
not come cheaply. This love comes at a cost, at a great expense. It will cost you the 
walls you’ve spent your entire life building to protect yourself. It will cost you your 
pride and your desire to be self-sufficient. It will cost you your time and your energy 
and your resources. At the end of the day, it will cost you your heart and the space 
within it.  

 

 Friends – love anyway.  
 

The Collect 

 

 Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
 Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
 thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries 
 gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Hymn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
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I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved 
you. By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: 
that you have love for one another. 
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