
  

 

 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Ante-Communion: Rite II 
May 17, 2020 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During this time when we aren’t able to be together physically, we invite you 
to join us in other ways. Please check our Website, Facebook, and YouTube 
pages regularly for new information and video messages. If you are in need of 
groceries, medicine, or any other essentials please let us know by calling 
(717) 299-1188 or emailing equilla@stjohns-lancaster.org. We have a number 
of volunteers and staff members willing and able to run errands as needed.  

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw
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The Word of God 
 

Prelude  Processional       W. Mathias 
                        
Opening Hymn         Jesus lives! The terrors now  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Acclamation                
 
Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Collect for Purity 

 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise  Surely it is God who saves me 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 
 O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
 understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 
 things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
 desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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First Lesson: Acts 17:22-31 
 

 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
 religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
 the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To 
 an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
 earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
 hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
 breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
 earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
 where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
 and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live 
 and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
 too are his offspring.’ 
 

 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
 silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God 
 has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
 everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
 judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
 assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 66:7-18 
 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
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12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

     17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
   he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

     18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
      nor withheld his love from me. 
 
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 
 suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 
 be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 
 your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
 you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
 when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may 
 be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's 
 will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
 righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
 the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
 proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
 waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
 that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this 
 prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal 
 to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 
 gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
 powers made subject to him.  
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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The Sequence Hymn  O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height  
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Gospel Lesson: John 14:15-21 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
 Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the 
 Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
 knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  
 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will 
 no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 
 you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 
 my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 
 will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
                          
The Homily      The Rev. Matt MacDougall 
 
The Nicene Creed (Please stand)   BCP 358 
  

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. (pause) 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
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  On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  (Feasting on the Word Worship Companion)  
 

Let us give thanks to God who listens and gives heed to our prayers. 
We praise and we bless you, our true and loving God. 
 

We pray for all who search for you: may they find their way in you. Bless us with lips that 
sing your praise and lives that tell the stories of all that you have done for us. Open our 
eyes to find you among us as we share your love with others. We pray for our bishop, 
Audrey, our clergy and staff Amanda, Matt, Paul, Rich, Maria, Gina, and Equilla. In the 
diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Luke’s, Mt. Joy, St. John’s, Bellefonte and in the 
Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the Anglican Church of Korea. Lord in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who are oppressed by governments or institutions: for those whose voices 
are not heard or believed, those with no one on their side. Bless us with a joy for justice 
and the strength to persevere as we work toward your coming realm. We pray for our 
president, Donald; our governor, Tom; and our mayor, Danene. Lord in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who hunger, and those who worry each day how they will care for their 
families. Bless us all with meaningful work and fill us with good things, as we love and 
care for each other and find our sustenance in you. Lord in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer the violence and scars of war, for all soldiers and their 
families, and all who live and serve in war-torn places. Give them courage in the face of 
fear; in times of trouble, do not let their feet slip. Bless us with your vision of peace, for 
you have made us one family by giving life and breath to all. Lord in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer. 
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We remember before you all who have died, and pray for all who will die today, that they 
may know your peace. Bless us with the gift of faith, that we may know you and love you, 
and enjoy life eternal shared with you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!) 

 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

The Offertory 
 
During this unprecedented time, giving is crucial to our health and viability. Please consider this 

a time of reflection and an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing ministries of St. John’s. 
Contributions can be mailed to the church office (321 W. Chestnut Street, Lancaster, PA 17603) 

or given online at https://stjohns-lancaster.org. Thank you!  
 

Musical Offering If Ye Love Me                                  P. Wilby 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                    

 

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://stjohns-lancaster.org


10 

 

Prayer for when we cannot receive Holy Eucharist 
 
 In union, O Lord Jesus Christ, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, we 
 join in offering the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving to you. We present to 
 you ourselves, our souls and our bodies, with the earnest longing that we may ever 
 be united to you. And since we cannot receive the Holy Sacrament, come spiritually 
 into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and love you with all our hearts, with all 
 our souls, with all our minds, and with all our strength. Let nothing ever separate us 
 from you. Let us live and die in your love. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. The blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn Come, we that love the Lord             page 11 
 
The Dismissal                
 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Postlude   Fanfare            W. Mathias 
 
 
 
Upcoming Ministry Opportunities this week at St. John’s: 
 

Sunday, May 17 
9:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School (Zoom) 
11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, May 19 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
12:00 p.m.  Prayer (Facebook Live) 
4:30 p.m.   Youth Group (Zoom) 
7:00 p.m.  Signs of Life (Adult Formation on Zoom) 
 

Thursday, May 21 
12:00 p.m.  Bible Study on Miracles (Zoom)  
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
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Our Ministers  

 
All Baptized Members 

 
The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 
The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  

matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 
 

Vestry  
 

Debbie Carter (Senior Warden), Webb Cook (Junior Warden), Sue Heilman,  
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, Nicole Pham, Heather Trenary,  

John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale 
 

Staff 
 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 
Paul Reese, Minister of Music 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 
Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 

 
Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  

 
Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  

The Rev. William Archer 
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

 

Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 


