
  

 

 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Ante-Communion: Rite II 
May 24, 2020 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During this time when we aren’t able to be together physically, we invite you 
to join us in other ways. Please check our Website, Facebook, and YouTube 
pages regularly for new information and video messages. If you are in need of 
groceries, medicine, or any other essentials please let us know by calling 
(717) 299-1188 or emailing equilla@stjohns-lancaster.org. We have a number 
of volunteers and staff members willing and able to run errands as needed.  

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw
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The Word of God 
Prelude                     Come Away to the Skies      arr. R.W. Schaefer  

Opening Hymn         Hail the day that sees him rise   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening   Acclamation                
 
Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 



3 

 

Collect for Purity 

 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise  Surely it is God who saves me 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 
 O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
 triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 
 Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 
 gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
 everlasting. Amen.  
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First Lesson: Acts 1:6-14 
 

 When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time 
 when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know 
 the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
 receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
 witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
 him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
 suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
 do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
 you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
 Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went 
 to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
 Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 
 and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting 
 themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
 Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
 

 1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
  let those who hate him flee before him. 
 2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
 as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
  exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
  YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 
 5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
          God in his holy habitation! 
 6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
          but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
 7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
           when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
           at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
           at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
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 9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
    you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
      10 Your people found their home in it; * 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 
 33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
   he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
 35 Ascribe power to God; * 
  his majesty is over Israel; 
  his strength is in the skies. 
 36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
  the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
  Blessed be God! 
 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
 

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
 test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as 
 you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy 
 when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
 because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.  
 

 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
 you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline 
 yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
 looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
 your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
 you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
 establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

The Sequence Hymn       The head that once was crowned with thorns              page 11 
  

Gospel Lesson: John 17:1-11 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 
 that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to 
 give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  
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 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
 Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 
 gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 
 that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 

 ”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
 were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 
 know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
 me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
 from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 
 not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
 because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
 glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
 and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
 given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
                          
The Homily      The Rev. Amanda R. Knouse 
 
The Nicene Creed (Please stand)   BCP 358 
  

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. (pause) 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
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  On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  (Feasting on the Word Worship Companion)  
 

Redeeming God, you call us to devote ourselves constantly to prayer for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, let us offer our prayers this day on behalf of your church and 
the world, saying, fill us with your Spirit’s power,  
that we may be one with Christ, as Christ is one with you. 
 
Rescuing God, parent of orphans and protector of widows, you give the desolate a home 
to live in and lead out the prisoners into prosperity. Help us to order the patterns of our 
common life to support the health of your human family and the welfare of your world. 
Fill us with your Spirit’s power, 
that we may be one with Christ, as Christ is one with you. 
 
Steadfast God, you have given to your church the inheritance of faith in Christ alone, 
and bestowed your Spirit’s love upon us to make us one in you. Help us to grow in 
strength and courage to witness to this hope: that all may find your saving love eternally 
in Christ. We pray for our bishop, Audrey, our clergy and staff, Amanda, Matt, Gina, 
Paul, Rich, Maria, and Equilla. We lift up Calvary Chapel, Beartown and St. James 
Muncy in the diocesan cycle of prayer and in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Rev. Justin Welby, and all primates and 
bishops. Fill us with your Spirit’s power, 
that we may be one with Christ, as Christ is one with you. 
 
Life-giving God, you send rain in abundance to relieve the parched crops and thirsty 
land, and make clean the winds of heaven. Help us to find sustainable solutions as we 
seek to honor and care for the well-being of your creation. Fill us with your Spirit’s 
power, 
that we may be one with Christ, as Christ is one with you. 
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Loving God, you heard the sufferings of your people, listened to our cries, and sent a Son 
into our world that was no stranger to our pain. Help us to offer your healing and 
compassion as we minister to others in the mercy of your Christ, especially Joshua. Fill us 
with your Spirit’s power, 
that we may be one with Christ, as Christ is one with you. 
 
Resurrecting God, you draw near to those who are sick and dying, and you call them 
home to you. May we all know the joy of life eternal shared with you, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!) 

 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
The Offertory 
 

During this unprecedented time, giving is crucial to our health and viability. Please consider this 
a time of reflection and an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing ministries of St. John’s. 

Contributions can be mailed to the church office (321 W. Chestnut Street, Lancaster, PA 17603) 
or given online at https://stjohns-lancaster.org. Thank you!  

 
Musical Offering     The Lord ascendeth up on high                       arr. P. Fredericks 
 
The Lord ascendeth up on high, 
the Lord hath triumphed gloriously, 
in power and might excelling; 
the grave and hell are captive led, 
see him return, our glorious Head, 
to his eternal dwelling. 
 
 

The heavens with joy receive their Lord, 
by saints, by angel hosts adored; 
O day of exultation! 
Come earth, adore thy glorious King! 
His rising, his ascension sing 
with grateful adoration! 
 

Our great High Priest hath gone before, 
now on his Church his grace to pour; 
and still his love he giveth: 
oh, may our hearts to him ascend; 
may all within us upward tend 
to him who ever liveth! 

—A.T. Russell 

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
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The Lord’s Prayer                    
 

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for when we cannot receive Holy Eucharist 
 

 In union, O Lord Jesus Christ, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, we 
 join in offering the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving to you. We present to 
 you ourselves, our souls and our bodies, with the earnest longing that we may ever 
 be united to you. And since we cannot receive the Holy Sacrament, come spiritually 
 into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and love you with all our hearts, with all 
 our souls, with all our minds, and with all our strength. Let nothing ever separate us 
 from you. Let us live and die in your love. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. The blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn See the conqueror mounts in triumph                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Dismissal                
 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Postlude    Finale from Organ Symphony             C. Saint-Saën 
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Sunday, May 24 
9:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School (Zoom) 
11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
12:00 p.m.  Vestry Meeting 
 
Tuesday, May 25 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
 

Wednesday, May 26 
12:00 p.m.  Prayer (Facebook Live) 
4:30 p.m.   Youth Group (Zoom) 
7:00 p.m.  Signs of Life (Adult Formation on Zoom) 
 

Thursday, May 27 
12:00 p.m.  Bible Study on Miracles (Zoom)  
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 

The head that once was crowned with thorns               
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Our Ministers  

 
All Baptized Members 

 
The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 
The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  

matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 
 

Vestry  
 

Debbie Carter (Senior Warden), Webb Cook (Junior Warden), Sue Heilman,  
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, Nicole Pham, Heather Trenary,  

John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale 
 

Staff 
 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 
Paul Reese, Minister of Music 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 
Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 

 
Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  

 
Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  

The Rev. William Archer 
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

 

Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 


