
  

 

 
The eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Ante-Communion: Rite II 
October 4, 2020 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church in downtown Lancaster. Whether it 
 be in person or online, we are grateful to worship with you. During this time 
 when we are called to practice social distancing and mask wearing, we pray 
 you will find St. John’s to be a place of hope and connection. We believe God 
 is at work in our lives and in our community and invites us to join in the 
 healing and reconciliation of the world. Please know there is a place for you in 
 the life and ministry of St. John’s. To explore the various ways to stay 
 connected please check our Website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel 
 for additional information and resources. As always if you need prayer, 
 encouragement, or community our door is always open.  

 

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw
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The Word of God  

 

Prelude           Canarios      Gaspar Sanz 
     

Opening Hymn       All creatures of our God and king                  Hymn 400   
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Opening  Acclamation                   BCP 355 
 

Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Collect for Purity                    BCP 355 
 

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Trisagion (spoken)              BCP 356 
 

 Holy God, 
 Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, 
 Have mercy upon us. 
 

The Collect of the Day                         BCP 230                          
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
 and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of 
 your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 
 us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 
 and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Lesson: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 (please be seated) 
 

 Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
 the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before 
 me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
 in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
 earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
 the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, 
 and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. Honor your 
 father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
 your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 
 shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.   
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 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
 wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your  
 neighbor. When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
 trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a 
 distance, and said  to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God 
 speak to us, or we  will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has 
 come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”  

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 98 (read responsively)  
   

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
      for he has done marvelous things. 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
      has he won for himself the victory. 
3  The LORD has made known his victory; * 
      his righteousness has he openly shown in  
  the sight of the nations. 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to 
      the house of Israel, * 
      and all the ends of the earth have seen the 
            victory of our God. 
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
      lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
      with the harp and the voice of song. 
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
      shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
      the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
      and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
      when he comes to judge the earth. 
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
      and the peoples with equity. 

 
 

Second Lesson: Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
 eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 
 of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
 righteousness under the law, blameless.  
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 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
 Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
 them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
 righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
 Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power 
 of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already 
 obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
 because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
 it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
 what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
 Christ Jesus.  
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
The Sequence Hymn       Awake, my soul, stretch ever nerve                    Hymn 546 
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Gospel Lesson: Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
 vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then 
 he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had 
 come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 
 his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
 slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent 
 his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the 
 son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill  him and get his 
 inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
 vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus 
 said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
 rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in 
 our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
 and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on 
 this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When 
 the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
 speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
 because they regarded him as a prophet. 
  

   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People     Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                 The Rev. Amanda R. Knouse 
 
The Nicene Creed (Please stand)   BCP 358 
 

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
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 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. (pause) 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  (kneeling)               BCP 388 

 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We lift up St. Andrews in the 
Valley, Harrisburg in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer and in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
we pray for the Anglican Church in Tanzania. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; we 
pray for Donald, our President; Tom, our Governor; and Danene, our Mayor, we pray 
also for all those serving in the armed forces; that we may honor one another and serve 
the common good. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially Marita Houston, 
Edlu Harper, Dorothy Welsh, Ty and Carole, give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in  
your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Today we give thanks for the life of Tim and Clair Graeter and we remember Chris 
Graeter for whom the flowers on the altar have been given. At this time, we invite your 
own prayers of intercession and thanksgiving.   
 
Celebrant      O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the   
  multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who  
  turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we  
  give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Confession                                                                                                  BCP 360 
 
Celebrant       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
 Most merciful God,  
 we confess that we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word, and deed,  
  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
 have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  
    Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  
    the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!)            BCP 360 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People    And also with you. 
 
Birthdays & Anniversaries               BCP 830 
 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever 
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes 
understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Offertory Together for Joy 
 

Thank you for your continual support of the mission and ministry of St. John’s. Contributions can 
be placed in the offertory plate as you exit, given online on our website, or mailed to the church 

office (321 W. Chestnut St., Lancaster, PA 17603). Again, THANK YOU! 
      
The Lord’s Prayer                    BCP 364   

    

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 
           who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Prayer for when we cannot receive Holy Eucharist 
 

 In union, O Lord Jesus Christ, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, we 
 join in offering the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving to you. We present to 
 you ourselves, our souls and our bodies, with the earnest longing that we may ever 
 be united to you. And since we cannot receive the Holy Sacrament, come spiritually 
 into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and love you with all our hearts, with all 
 our souls, with all our minds, and with all our strength. Let nothing ever separate us 
 from you. Let us live and die in your love. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. The blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn    Praise to the Living God                             pg. 11
    
Good News and Announcements  
      
The Dismissal                 BCP 366 
          
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Postlude    Butterfly           Elizabeth Gil Diaz 
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Praise to the Living God                 Hymn 372 
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  Upcoming Ministry Opportunities this week at St. John’s: 
 

Today 
10:00 a.m.  Children’s Chapel (Parish Hall)  
10:00 a.m.  Ante-Communion Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 
 
Monday, October 5 
8:30 a.m.  The Village (Parish Hall) 
7:00 p.m.  Ministry Council Meeting (Becker House) 
 
Tuesday, October 6 
9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
1:00 p.m.  Food Pantry Volunteer Meeting (Courtyard)  
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
6:00 p.m.  VH Dance (Auditorium)  
 

  

Wednesday, October 7  
10:00 a.m.  The Village (Morning Session) 
12:00 p.m.   A Service of Healing and Hope (Sanctuary)  
 
Thursday, October 8 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
 
Saturday, October 10 
7:00 p.m.   Youth Campfire at the Knouse House  
 
Sunday, October 11 
Annual Giving Campaign  
9:00 a.m.  Sunday School (Zoom)  
10:00 a.m.  Ante-Communion Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
12:00 p.m.  Women’s Gathering (Longs Park) 
 
Weekly Support Ministries 
AA: Tuesday - 6:00 -7:00 p.m. (All Purpose Room) 
NA:   Wednesday - 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. (All Purpose Room) 

Food Pantry—  Thank you for your continual support of our food pantry ministry. Your 
donations allow us to feed so many neighbors struggling to make ends meet during this 
difficult time. Thank you for being good news to those in need. We are currently in need of 
toiletry items, cereal, pasta, and canned goods. (please leave on the back porch of Becker 
House).  
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Our Ministers  
 

All Baptized Members 
 

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 

The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  
matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 
The Rev. Stacey Catigano, Deacon 

Stacey@stjohns-lancaster.org 
 

Vestry  
 

Debbie Carter (Senior Warden), Webb Cook (Junior Warden), Sue Heilman,  
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, Nicole Pham, Heather Trenary,  

John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale 
 

Staff 
 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 
Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 

 
Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  

 

Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  
The Rev. William Archer 
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

Serving at the Liturgy 

 Celebrant     The Rev. Matt MacDougall 
 Preacher    The Rev. Amanda R. Knouse 
 Lector     Brad Moyer 
    Ushers     David Pennell, Nick DiPace 
      Annie Lattanzio-Hale, Brad Zuke             

 Web Streaming   Mike Williams 

Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 


