
  

 

 
The First Sunday of Advent 

Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
November 29, 2020 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During this time when we aren’t able to be together physically, we invite you 
to join us in other ways. Please check our Website, Facebook, and YouTube 
pages regularly for new information and video messages. If you are in need of 
groceries, medicine, or any other essentials please let us know by calling 
(717) 299-1188 or emailing equilla@stjohns-lancaster.org. We have a number 
of volunteers and staff members willing and able to run errands as needed.  

 

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw
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The Word of God 
 

Introit       Entrance Antiphons for the Advent Season              arr. James J. Chepponis  
                
Advent Wreath Lighting Liturgy: Hope 
 

 
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul — and sings the 
tunes without the words — and never stops at all.” “Hope is like peace… It 
is a gift only we can give one another.” 

 

 
 

 Cancer will not win. Death will not win. 
Bigotry will not win. Racism will not win. Terrorism will not win. Love will 
win.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
Opening Hymn          Lo! He comes, with clouds descending                             Page 11 
 
Opening Acclamation              BCP 77 
 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People  His mercy endures for ever. 
  

Collect for Purity                   BCP 355 
  
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Kyrie                BCP 356 
 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Collect of the Day                         BCP 230                          

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
 armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
 came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
 his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
 immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and for ever. Amen.  
 

First Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9 
      

  O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
 would quake at your presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
 water to boil-- to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 
 might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
 expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no 
 one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
 works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who 
 remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
 yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
 righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
 the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take 
 hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
 hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are 
 our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
 and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18  
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
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2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

     18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
 thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
 you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
 knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
 among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
 revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
 you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
 you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
The Sequence Hymn     Rejoice, rejoice, believers                                            Page 12 
 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 13:24-37 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
 moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
 powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
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 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
 ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as 
 Its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 
 very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
 have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
 away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
 the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
 will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
 slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
 watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
 will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
 find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
 awake.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                  The Rev. Stacey Catigano 
     
The Nicene Creed                      BCP 358 
  

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. (pause) 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People: Advent I 
 
Creator of the stars in the sky, the sun, and the moon, You are the light by which we 
wake and work. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 
Surround your church, her leaders, and people, with your armor of light. We pray 
especially for Michael, our presiding Bishop; Audrey, our bishop; and Amanda, Matt 
and Stacey, our clergy. Strengthen them as they reach out to you in prayer and hope. 
Open their hearts to your will.  
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert.  
 
We pray for our leaders; especially Donald, our president: Joe, our president elect; Tom, 
our governor; and the Congress and courts of this land. Savior of the nations, guide 
those who govern, and awaken those they lead, that we may all live in the spirit of 
cooperation and share so that all have enough: food, care, and peace. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 
For people across the world who spirits bend under the yoke of oppression and struggle, 
give the people of this community a sense of togetherness and support. Open our eyes to 
those who fall by the wayside and whose faces and needs remain invisible.  
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
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Love of our souls, you continue to mold us in your image and hold us in your hands. We 
ask your blessing on those who struggle with illness, anxiety, grief, or isolation. Today 
we pray for Marita Houston, Christiane Zust, Regis Heilman, and Mary. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 
Father of us all, we pray for those who have recently returned to your embrace and those 
who are broken with grief.  
 
Celebrant  Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy  
 servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his  
 coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and  
 Advocate. Amen. 
   
The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!)         BCP 360 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
The Offertory  Cry no more              arr. Dan Forrest 
 

During this unprecedented time, giving is crucial to our health and viability. Please consider 
this a time of reflection and an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing ministries of St. John’s. 
Contributions can be mailed to the church office (321 W. Chestnut Street, Lancaster, PA 17603) 

or given online at https://stjohns-lancaster.org. Thank you!   
 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to 
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
 

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
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Celebrant and People 

  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might: 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.  
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
 We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
 
 



9 

 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with St. John’s and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                 BCP 336      

Officiant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 
           who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  

 
The Invitation 
 

Celebrant   The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance  
 that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
 with thanksgiving. 
 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to 
express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which 
circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  
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Officiant and People 
 
 Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 
 love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at 
 this moment receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually 
 into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be 
 separated from you in this life or in the life to come. Amen. 
 
The Post Communion Prayer              BCP 339 

  
 Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us,  
 and make us continually to be given to all good works;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Advent Blessing  
 

 May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great 
 humility, sanctify you with he light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. 
 Amen. 
 
 May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
 steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 
 May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
 rewarded with unending life. Amen. 
 
 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
 you and remain with you for ever. Amen.            
                            
The Closing Hymn     The King shall come when morning dawns              Page 13 
  
Good News and Announcements  
        
Dismissal               BCP 102 
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   
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Lo! He comes, with clouds descending 
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Rejoice! Rejoice, believers 
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The King shall come when morning dawns 
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Upcoming Ministry Opportunities this week at St. John’s: 

Today 
9:00 a.m.  Children’s Church (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 
Tuesday, December 1 
9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
 
Wednesday, December 2 
12:00 p.m.  Noon Day Prayer (Facebook) 
7:00 p.m.  Worship @ the Community Christmas Tree 
 
Thursday, December 3 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
 

Weekly Support Ministries 
AA: Tuesday - 6:00-7:00 p.m. (All Purpose Room) 
NA:   Monday and Wednesday - 12:00 Noon (All Purpose Room) 
 
Food Pantry—  Thank you for your continual support of our food pantry ministry. 
Your donations allow us to feed so many neighbors struggling to make ends meet during 
this difficult time. Thank you for being good news to those in need. We are currently in 
need of toiletries, cereal, pasta, and canned goods. (Please leave items on the back porch 
of Becker House).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 
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Our Ministers  
 

All Baptized Members 
 

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 

The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  
matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 

The Rev. Stacey Catigano, Deacon 
stacey@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 

Vestry  
 

Debbie Carter (Senior Warden), Webb Cook (Junior Warden), Sue Heilman,  
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, Nicole Pham, Heather Trenary,  

John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale 
 

Staff 
 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 
Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 

 

Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  
 

Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  
The Rev. William Archer 
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

Serving at the Liturgy 

  Celebrant   The Rev. Amanda Knouse 
  Preacher  The Rev. Stacey Catiango 
  Lector    Ken Kiedrowski 
      Altar Guild  Molly Moyer  
      Web Streaming Joe Way 


