
  

 

 
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost  

Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
November 8, 2020 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

  

 Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church in downtown Lancaster. Whether it 
 be in person or online, we are grateful to worship with you. During this time 
 when we are called to practice social distancing and mask wearing, we pray 
 you will find St. John’s to be a place of hope and connection. We believe God 
 is at work in our lives and in our community and invites us to join in the 
 healing and reconciliation of the world. Please know there is a place for you in 
 the life and ministry of St. John’s. To explore the various ways to stay 
 connected please check our Website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel 
 for additional information and resources. As always if you need prayer, 
 encouragement, or community our door is always open.  

https://stjohns-lancaster.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLancasterPA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxG1Ib6PwHvxn1CLpr1ONuw
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The Word of God  

 

Prelude           Quartet  
     

Opening Hymn       Guide me, O thou great Jehovah              Hymn 690 (vs. 1-3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening  Acclamation                   BCP 355 
 

Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
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Collect for Purity                    BCP 355 
 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Trisagion (spoken)              BCP 356 
 

 Holy God, 
 Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, 
 Have mercy upon us. 
 
The Collect of the Day                         BCP 230                          
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 
 O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
 the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 
 this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with 
 power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 
 kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 
First Lesson: Joshua 24:1-3a; 14-25 (please be seated) 
 
 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
 heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before 
 God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
 Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond 
 the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond 
 the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. 
 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 
 away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
 the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 
 will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or 
 the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
 household, we will serve the Lord.”  
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 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to 
 serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors  up 
 from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in 
 our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
 through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 
 Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 
 God.” But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy 
 God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you 
 forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and 
 consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we 
 will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against 
 yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are 
 witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and 
 incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, 
 “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a 
 covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at 
 Shechem. 
  
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 78:1-7 (read responsively)  
   

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

 7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
  and not forget the deeds of God, 
  but keep his commandments; 
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Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
 died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
 believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
 him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 
 we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
 precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
 archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 
 the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
 up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be 
 with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.  
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
The Sequence Hymn       Rejoice! Rejoice, believers   pg. 12
        
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
 their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
 were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
 wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
 became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
 bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
 their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
 are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for 
 us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they 
 went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into 
 the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
 saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”   
  
       The Gospel of the Lord. 
People     Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                 The Rev. Matt MacDougall 
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The Nicene Creed (Please stand)   BCP 358 
 

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. (pause) 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  (kneeling)               BCP 388 

 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
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Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We lift up the Church of the 
All Saints, Hershey in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer and in the Anglican Cycle of 
Prayer, we pray for the Province of the West Indies. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; we 
pray for Donald, our President; Tom, our Governor; and Danene, our Mayor, we pray 
also for all those serving in the armed forces; that we may honor one another and serve 
the common good. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially Marita 
Houston, Sandra Grove, Ty and Carole, and Mary, give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Dorothy Welsh, that your 
will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in 
your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Today, the flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Charles 
and Eleanor Alexander by Charles E. Alexander.  
 
At this time, we invite your own prayers of intercession and thanksgiving.   
 
A Prayer from our Music Minister Search Committee (saying together) 

 
Almighty God, look graciously on the people of St. John’s. Be with us and lead us as we 
seek the next music minister for our church. We ask your direction and guidance for 
those who are discerning the needs and dreams of our parish family, that we may 
receive an upright and faithful person who will share their gifts with us and empower us 
to share the gift of music with others.  
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Grant our search committee perception, faithfulness and joy, that we all may hear your 
voice in their deliberations. Grant us also the desire and ability to truly hear each other 
and those who have been entrusted with this process. Give us courage to respond and act 
as you lead us. We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Confession                                                                                                  BCP 360 
 
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
 Most merciful God,  
 we confess that we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word, and deed,  
  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
 have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  
    Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  
    the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 
The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!)         BCP 360 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People    And also with you. 
 

The Offertory Quartet 
 

Thank you for your continual support of the mission and ministry of St. John’s. Contributions can 
be placed in the offertory plate as you exit, given online on our website, or mailed to the church 

office (321 W. Chestnut St., Lancaster, PA 17603). Again, THANK YOU! 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on 
the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith, 
  

 Christ has died,  
 Christ is risen,  
 Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 



10 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours,  
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Invitation 
 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
 Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Administration of Communion 
 
The Episcopal Church invites all to our Lord’s table. If you wish to receive, please come 
forward to the front of the stairs when the usher indicates. Cup your hands to receive the 
bread and please wait to consume until you are back in your pew. To receive a blessing, 
simply cross your arms over your chest.  
 
Communion Music 
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The Post Communion Prayer 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Blessing 
 

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
The Closing Hymn  Lift up your heads  pg. 13 
 
Good News and Announcements 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Postlude   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice, believers              Hymn 68 
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Lift up your heads             Hymn 436 



14 

 



15 

 

Upcoming Ministry Opportunities this week at St. John’s: 
 
Today 
9:00 a.m.  Children’s Church (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m.  Ante-Communion Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
 
Monday, November 9 
8:30 a.m.   The Village (Parish Hall) 
10:00 a.m.  Capital Campaign Meeting (Becker House) 
 
Tuesday, November 10 
9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
2:00 p.m.  Martha’s Ministry (Parish Hall) 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
4:00 p.m.  Finance Committee (Becker House)  
6:00 p.m.  VH Dance (Auditorium) 
6:00 p.m.   Women’s Gathering (McCleary Tavern) 
 
Wednesday, November 11 
10:00 a.m.   The Village (Parish Hall) 
12:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing Prayers (Sanctuary) 
6:00 p.m.  Men’s Gathering (Knouse House)  
 
Thursday, November 12 
2:30 p.m.   Food Pantry 
 
 
Weekly Support Ministries 
AA: Tuesday - 6:00-7:00 p.m. (All Purpose Room) 
NA:   Monday and Wednesday - 12:00 Noon (All Purpose Room) 
 
Food Pantry—  Thank you for your continual support of our food pantry ministry. 
Your donations allow us to feed so many neighbors struggling to make ends meet during 
this difficult time. Thank you for being good news to those in need. We are currently in 
need of toiletries, cereal, pasta, and canned goods. (Please leave items on the back porch 
of Becker House).  

 
To worship in-person please sign up each week. The sign up sheet will be available 

every Monday on the website.  
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Our Ministers  
 

All Baptized Members 
 

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 

The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  
matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 

The Rev. Stacey Catigano, Deacon 
stacey@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 
Vestry  

 

Debbie Carter (Senior Warden), Webb Cook (Junior Warden), Sue Heilman,  
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, Nicole Pham, Heather Trenary,  

John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale 
 

Staff 
 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 
Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 

 

Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  
 

Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  
The Rev. William Archer 
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

Serving at the Liturgy 

 Celebrant     The Rev. Amanda R. Knouse 
 Preacher    The Rev. Matt MacDougall  
 Lector     Dan Siewert  
    Ushers     Len Jackson, Bruce Morgan  
      Charlie Rahe, Bruce Waskowicz 
    Web Streaming   Joe Way 

 
Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 


