
  

 

 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
March 14, 2021 at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   Connection with us 

 Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church. We are glad  
 you are here. Please tell us a little bit about yourself by 
 clicking the QR Code below.  
 
   How to access QR code? 
 Step 1: Open the Camera App on your device 
 Step 2: Hold your device’s camera so that the QR code 
 appears and you should see a notification with a link. 
 Step 3: Click on the notification to open the link  
 associated with the QR code. 
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The Word of God  

 
Prelude             Come, thou fount of every blessing        arr. By Nathan Pacheco 
     
Opening Hymn       Guide me, O thou great Jehovah        Hymn 690 
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 Opening  Acclamation              BCP 355 

 

Officiant   Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;  
People  His mercy endures for ever.   
 
Collect for Purity                    BCP 355 
 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Kyrie Eleison (sung)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Collect of the Day                         BCP 230                          
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
  

 Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 
 true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may 
 live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Lesson: Numbers 21:4-9 
 

 From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
 land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke 
 against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
 the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 
 food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
 people, so that many Israelites died.  
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 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the 
 Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So 
 Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous 
 serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So 
 Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 
 someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 107:1-3,17-22 (read responsively) 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 
and his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 
from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins. 

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 
and drew near to death's door. 

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 
and saved them from the grave. 

21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 
and the wonders he does for his children. 

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. (Antiphon) 

 

New Testament Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

 You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following 
 the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
 now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in 
 the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 
 nature children of wrath, like everyone else.  
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 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
 when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by 
 grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
 heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the 
 immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
 you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
 God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has 
 made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to 
 be our way of life. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

The Sequence Hymn       Come, thou fount of every blessing   Pg. 12 
 
Gospel Lesson: John 3:14-21 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who 
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, 
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to 
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                  The Rev. Amanda R. Knouse 
 
The Nicene Creed (Please stand)   BCP 358 
 

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
    he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

    and was made man. (pause) 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People: Form I (kneeling)                      BCP 383 

 
Good shepherd, thank you for walking with us through this valley: through the 
suffering, the anxiety, the loneliness, the boredom, the longing for closeness and the 
longing for personal space, the confusion and fear, the impatience and hope, the good 
days and the bad. 
 
Forgive us for our suspicions of each other, the ways this ordeal has made us more 
divided, as a country and a world. Help us bridge our differences and come together - 
even as we are physically distant. 
 
Thank you for all the ways, large and small, that this year has strengthened us as a 
community: the acts of kindness, the new ways of doing things, the support we’ve 
offered and received. 
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Forgive us for the inequities this pandemic has exposed. Kindle in our hearts a new 
commitment to justice as we build our community together. Keep us ever mindful of those 
most in need. 
 
We pray especially for those of us who have lost loved ones, lost jobs, lost hope. Let us be 
good company, even from afar; good neighbors; and good friends. We pray especially for 
those on the front lines of the pandemic, for all who are in harm’s way. 
 
We pray for those suffering and in need of healing especially Geta, Emily Lavender, Tom, 
Max Allen, Chase, Tom Hemler, William Kester, and Emily Symes. 
 
Gentle God, we ask that you continue to keep watch with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this day. Walk with those whose bodies are holding memories of sickness, of 
trauma, of pain, of confusion, of chaos, of isolation. Give your angels charge over those 
who still cannot sleep because of anxiety or grief. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; all for your 
love's sake. 
 
God of love and hope, lift our spirits as we dare to look ahead, dare to hope and dream 
about the new world to come. Strengthen our efforts, deepen our wisdom, so we might 
hasten that day. And until that day, keep our eyes and hearts open to the signs of hope  
and life all around us. 
 
For new ways to connect, we give you thanks and praise! For teachers and nurses and 
doctors and agricultural workers and grocery clerks and small business owners and 
frontline workers of all kinds, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
For the beautiful hope of being together again in person one day, lifting our voices in 
song, passing the peace, sharing a cup of coffee, being able to hug one another again — 
for that day that is surely coming, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
For the ways in which our eyes have been opened by this ordeal, for the ways in which our 
hearts have been broken and put back together differently, softer and more attuned to the 
needs of the most vulnerable, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
For all of these things and more, gentle God, we give you thanks and praise in the name  
of Jesus, our crucified and risen Jesus, Amen. 
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The Confession            BCP 352 
 

Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant     Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
 Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
 Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

 

The Peace (take a moment to send someone a text, an email, or post on social media!)         BCP 360 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People    And also with you. 
 

The Offertory Be thou my vision                                         arr. By Nathan Pacheco 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant   
 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. 
 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; 
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
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Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we say: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
  

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth 
your bountiful grace. 
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 
salvation for all people. 
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. 
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith, 
  

 Christ has died,  
 Christ is risen,  
 Christ will come again. 
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Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your 
daughters and sons, that with St. John’s and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
     

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.   
 
The Invitation 
 
Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that  
  Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with   
  thanksgiving. 
 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their 
desire to receive Holy Communion, but in which circumstances impede them from actually 

receiving the Holy Eucharist. 
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Officiant and People 
 

 Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the  
 Altar. I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  
 Since I cannot at this moment receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and  
 Blood, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
 you. Let me never be separated from you in this life or in the life to come. Amen. 
 

The Post Communion Prayer       
 

Celebrant and People 
 

 Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 
 with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth 
 a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 
 and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Lenten Blessing 
 

 Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of the earth; you claimed us for 
 Christ in the waters of baptism. Look upon us as journey through these Forty Days, 
 and bless our journey through the desert of Lent to the font of rebirth. May our 
 fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; our prayer, the chant of 
 humble and grateful hearts. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
 Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.  

 

The Closing Hymn  Lift, high the cross, the love of Christ                Pg. 13 
 

Good News and Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude Instrumental  
 
 
 
A special thanks to our guest musicians:  
 
Thank you to Hector L. Torres-Diaz (Tenor I) and Stephen Lavender (Cellist) for sharing 
your musical gifts with our community and for worshipping with us today. It is a joy to 
welcome you to St. John’s.  
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Come, thou fount of every blessing          Hymn 686 
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Lift, high the cross, the love of Christ              Hymn 473 
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Upcoming Ministry Opportunities this week at St. John’s: 
 

Today 
9:00 a.m.  Children’s Church (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  Adult Forum (Zoom) 
1:00 p.m.   Holy Hike 
 

Tuesday, March 16 
9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting  
2:30 p.m.  Food Pantry  
5:00 p.m.  VH Dance (Auditorium) 
 

Wednesday, March 17 
12:00 p.m.  Noon Day Prayer (Facebook) 
7:00 p.m.   Worship at the Courtyard  
 

Thursday, March 18 
1:00 p.m.  Funeral—Mr. Everett (Lititz) 
2:30 p.m.  Food Pantry  
7:00 p.m.  Men’s Gathering (Zoom)  
7:00 p.m.   Handbell Practice (Auditorium) 
 

Saturday, March 20 
9:00 a.m.  Community Breakfast  
 

Weekly Support Ministries 
AA: Tuesday - 6:00-7:00 p.m. (All Purpose Room) 
NA:   Monday and Wednesday - 12:00 Noon (All Purpose Room) 
 
Food Pantry - Thank you for your support of our food pantry ministry. Your 
donations allow us to feed so many neighbors struggling to make ends meet during this 
difficult time. We are currently in need of toiletries; pasta sauce; and canned goods: 
soup, chicken, tuna, vegetables, and fruit. (Please leave items on the back porch of 
Becker House).  
 

Book Club Gathering - Diocesan Migration Ministries Book Study 
Dates: March 15, 22, 29 and April 5 from 7-8 PM on Zoom 
 

Diocesan Migration Ministry Resources will offer readers a book study series on the 
book HOW DARE THE SUN RISE by Sandra Uwiringiyimana via a Zoom forum to 
discuss her profoundly moving memoir about surviving a tribal massacre, immigrating 
to America, and overcoming trauma through art and activism. The book can be ordered 
on amazon.com by clicking here. To register for the book study, click here. For 
additional questions, contact The Rev. Beth Mollard or Dave Martin. 

http://amazon.com/
https://www.amazon.com/How-Dare-Sun-Rise-Memoirs/dp/0062470140
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrfuisqTwrHdAbCqeIqHeoClWokcq-SoX-
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Our Ministers  
 

All Baptized Members 
 

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector  
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org  

 

The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector  
matt@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 

The Rev. Stacey Catigano, Deacon 
scatigano@gmail.com 

 
Vestry  

 

Webb Cook (Senior Warden), Leslie Morgan (Junior Warden), Debbie Carter, 
Tim Huber, Molly Moyer, John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio Hale, 

Marylee Sauder, Mary Waskowicz 
 

Staff 
 

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator 
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary 

Richard Kuhn, Sexton 
Ben McNaboe, Interim Organist  

Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security 
 

Priests and Canons Associated with St. John's  
 

Canon William F. Honaman, DHL  
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano 
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard 

 

Serving at the Liturgy 

  
 Celebrant/Preacher   The Rev. Amanda R. Knouse 
 Lector      Dan and Alison Siewart 
    Altar Guild    Molly Moyer 
   Web Streaming    Joe Way 

 
 

Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love 


