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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider: Bless the Lord my soul,
People:  And bless God’s holy name.
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OPENING PRAYER

You chose a people for your own, to lavish love upon, raised up
prophets, priests, and kings, to be the nation through which the
Messiah would be revealed to the world, and through whom your
kingdom would come. You chose this people gathered here to be
your children, loved and blessed, forgiven through the one who
knew no sin, the King of Glory, whose crown was made of thorns,
and whose name we raise in worship.

PsALM 76:1-6

Hear my teaching, O my people;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us,
we will not hide from their children.
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We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LorD,
and the wonderful works he has done.

He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel,
which he commanded them to teach their children;

That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn;
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:17-19

Lector: Let us mark in holy scripture the good news of God
for our lives and for the world.

Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or
the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I
tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven."

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People: Thanks be to God.

A REFLECTION
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from the lona Abbey

We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon, of water and earth, of male and female.

We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made flesh,
born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a
tree.

A man of sorrows, he died forsaken.

He descended into the earth to the place of death.

On the third day he rose from the tomb.

He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present,
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and His kingdom will come on earth.

We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of eternal life.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Let us pray for ourselves and others.

Ostinato Chorale
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We pray for all who work through the power of Christ, serving the
needs of the poor and healing the wounds of injustice, division, and
materialism in our society.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for the elderly, the sick, and the lonely among us: that they
may receive comfort, companionship, and care from those around
them.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.



We pray that those who have been persecuted or seriously
wronged by others may experience warmth and love with Christ,
and be able to forgive those who have hurt them.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray that when we are discouraged, we may find strength in
the signs of a loving and faithful God in those around us, and the
joy of the Holy Spirit within us.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for those whom we love but no longer see; those who
have gone beyond the veil of this mortal life, that their souls and
the souls of the departed may rest in peace. [The people may add
their intercessions either silently or aloud.]

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for all those who have asked for our prayers and for those
who have no one to pray for them. [The people may add their
intercessions either silently or aloud.]

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, support the sick, the dying, and all for whom this night
will be a trial. And as you look upon us this evening, may the light
of your countenance pass beyond our sins, even to the depths of
our hearts: and bring to birth there a deep and trustful love, that we
may be instruments of your peace. Amen.

THE CONFESSION
Let us confess our sins to God.

Forgive those things we have done
which have caused you sadness,

and those things we should have done
that would have brought you joy.

In both we have failed

ourselves and you.

Bring us back to that place

where our journey began,

when we said that we would follow
the way that you first trod.



Lead us to the Cross
and meet us there.

ABSOLUTION

Heavenly Father, you sent your Son into the world, not to
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be
saved. Send your saving power upon all who turn to you and seek
new life in your name. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,

wherever He may send you.

May He guide you through the wilderness,

protect you through the storm.

May He bring you home rejoicing

at the wonders He has shown you.

May He bring you home rejoicing

once again into our doors.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

“While I am asking God how I should observe an
upcoming Lenten season, I may remember where
I spiritually was during Lent the previous year
and reflect on what has changed and what has
stayed the same. I hear and read the familiar
stories about Jesus as he approached the cross
and am reminded that while my circumstances
change, the truths of the gospel remain the
same.”

— Charlotte Donlon
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH
LANCASTER

First Free Church of Pennsylvania
Est.1853

OUR MINISTERS
All Baptized Members

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

The Rev. Matt MacDougall, Associate Rector
matt@stjohns-lancaster.org

The Rev. Stacey Catigano, Deacon
scatigano@gmail.com
VESTRY

Webb Cook, Leslie Morgan, Debbie Carter, Tim Huber,
Molly Moyer, John Gouveia, Joe Way, Annie Lattanzio
Hale, Marylee Sauder, Mary Waskowicz

STAFF

Equilla Curry, Parish Administrator
Gina Keiser, Financial Secretary
Richard Kuhn, Sexton
Ben McNaboe, Interim Organist
Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky, Nursery and Security

PRIESTS & CANONS ASSOCIATED WITH ST. JOHN'S

Canon William F. Honaman, DHL
The Rev. Faith D'Urbano
The Rev. Elizabeth Mollard

GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE




