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   August 2021 

Greetings St. John’s! 
 
I’ve been so grateful for the 
opportunity to step more 
actively into ministry these 
past few weeks while 
Amanda+ has been on 
vacation. I’m equally grateful 
for the joy and enthusiasm 
I’ve experienced among you 
during this time. 
 
After long seasons of ministry, 
parish life often slows down 
over the summer months. 
Formation for all ages tends to 
go on hiatus, the vestry takes a pause from its regular meetings, the choir tends to 
take a break, and even the clergy go on vacation. It’s important to find opportunities 
to take a break in order to experience necessary rejuvenation. This is especially true 
after these last twelve months, when many of us have sought to navigate ministry 
during a pandemic. I think we can all agree that we are ready for a short breather! 
 
In thinking about ministry in these times, I’m reminded of those stories in the 
Gospels when Jesus took his disciples to the top of a mountain or away to a private 
place where they rested and prayed after a season of ministering to all sorts of 
people. I am also reminded that those quiet moments were not a cessation of 
ministry, but a pause in which they prepared themselves for their next season of 
active discipleship. 
 
Like the disciples of Jesus’ time, we steal away for moments of solitude not as an 
end, but as a pause. Like them, we know that a new season of discipleship and 
ministry is just around the corner. Living within the tension of taking rest and being 
an active disciple is one aspect of balancing our spiritual journeys. Yet as we seek 
to live within that tension, making space for discipleship that is both active and 
passive, we are reminded even by the stories of mountain top respite that God is 
always the central focus of all our moments. 
 
Blessings, 
Matt+ 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATE RECTOR 
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August  Birthdays:  
 
Sarah Gordon 1 
Nancy Houston 2 
David Labeda 3 
Aidan Cliff 3 
Bruce Morgan 4 
Kendall Morgan 4 
Ervin Easton  5 
Otto Williams 5 
Emma Wendler 6 
Rich Collier 7 
Linda Bruce 7 
Ruth Cassel 8 
Joanna Sweeney 9 
Thomas Shevock 9 
Pamela Loose 9 
Iylan Gustafson 10 
Helen Miller 12 
Heather Sherman  12 
Michael Gbur 14 
Rachel Hreben 21 
Karen Largent 22 
Edith Kane 23 
Stephanie Morrison 23 
Darleen Pfeiffer 24 
Nancy Nemith 26 
Philip Becker 26 
Michael Gobel  26 
Elijah Mendez 26 
Darlene Bentley 27 
Ashley Smith 27 
Donald Durand 28 
Stella Smith  30 
Stephanie McGovern  31 
Sherry Qualls  31 
 
 

August Anniversaries:      
 

Paul & Drew Dorgan         18 
Chris & Betsy Hasircoglu 18 
Kenneth & Eleanor Watts 26 
 
 
 

Continued prayers for  
our Homebound:  
Dave Pennell, Ellen Keller,  
Fritz Lawrence, Don Lovett, 
Nancy Nemith, Peter Plaxa, 
Ricky Smith, Joanna Sweeney 
 
 

Military: Amelia Dissinger, 
Brian Hobbins, Laurel 
Hobbins, Alex Kelly, Kirby 
Kinderwater, Kyle 
Kinderwater, Joshua Watkins,  
Cameron Watts 

The Vestry was not scheduled to meet during July.  
 
A special meeting was called electronically to deal with the air cooling 
system. 
 
The Property Committee has reported the following as respects the air-cooling 
system in the Sanctuary. As a result of the failure of the system to work, the 
Sexton and members of the Property Committee have consulted with Frey 
Lutz, a contractor who has done significant work on the system in the past. 
The part needs to be replaced is a TXV. The cost to purchase, install and make 
other adjustments to the air-cooling system would be up to $4,400. The work 
would take three days. Since time is of the essence, we would forego the usual 
bidding process. The Property Committee requested Vestry approval of the 
expense limit and waive the requirement for competitive bids.  
 
Vestry Action. It was moved that an electronic vote would be held to approve 
the recommendation of the Property Committee. The vote was taken July 16-
17, 2021. The vote was 7-0 with three members not responding.  
 
John Gouveia, Vestry Secretary 

 
                      
 

      
Grocery Card Sales on Hiatus 
 
For many years, perhaps over two decades, we have relied on the grocery card 
sales to fund our Jubilee Ministries. At first it provided supplemental funding 
and then over time it was the sole source of funds for our Jubilee Ministries. 
This situation arose due to the constant shortfall of funds we experienced. We 
are pleased to report that for the second year in a row we are projecting a 
balanced budget. This has been accomplished due to the generous response to 
our stewardship efforts and the careful management of our Rector, staff, and 
Vestry.  
 
We now have sufficient funds available to provide for our Jubilee Ministries 
through your continued support of our stewardship efforts. For this reason, we 
are placing our Grocery Card sales on hiatus. When we find a need that can 
best be met through raising funds again, we may bring back the Grocery Card 
sales. In the meantime, we do have a supply of unsold grocery cards. We will 
announce a schedule for their sales in the near future.  
 
We want to thank the volunteers who have made it possible to have grocery 
card sales available as well as those who have purchased the grocery cards 
over the years. Our Jubilee Ministries could not have existed without all your 
support.  
 
John Gouveia 
Vestry Steward for Outreach 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS  
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EAGLE’S NEST  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
For over two decades, St. John’s has helped to provide our local 
Robert Fulton Elementary School’s kids with an after school 
program that helps meet their needs. Whether it be extra time and 
assistance with homework, workshops on morals and manners, or 
learning to cook a family style meal, St. John’s community and 
volunteers have been there through our amazing Eagle’s Nest 
Program.  
 
Unfortunately, as was the case for most of our programming, the Covid-19 pandemic slammed the doors 
shut and put a sudden end to this program when schools were forced to close and we were asked to stay 
home. Now, we’re nearing a new school year where things seem to be turning toward some semblance 
of a new “normal”.  
 
The fact is, all of our lives and programs were changed by this global pandemic and some of us and 
some of our programs will never be the same.  
 
Please join our leadership as we meet on August 22nd at 11:00am to discuss the future of the Eagle’s 
Nest Program, and how we can use this new year to better cater to the needs of the students in our 
community. 
 
I am honored to have been asked to take the reigns to such and amazing Ministry at St. John’s and 
cannot wait to meet with you whether you’ve been a volunteer for years or are interested in joining us 
for the first time! 
 
Many blessings,  
John Knouse 
 
 
 

MEAL TRAIN FOR DAVE PENNELL  

What is Meal Train? MealTrain.com is a free meal calendar tool that makes 
planning meals among a wide group easy and less stressful.  
 
There are times in our lives when friends and family ask, "What can I do to 
help out?" The answer is usually to help them with a meal. When many friends 
provide support through a meal, Meal Train keeps everyone organized.  
The family has provided this mail train link for the St. John’s community to be 
an assistance to Dave during this time.  
 
 

This is the Meal Train for David Pennell: https://mealtrain.com/o1r3n4.  
 
To those that may desire to help the Pennell family in other ways, please contact the Parish office at 
717.299.1188.  

https://mealtrain.com/o1r3n4
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PRAYER at REPRESENTATIVE JOHN LEWIS VIGIL by FAITH+ 
 
John Robert Lewis (February 21, 1940 – July 17, 2020) was an American 
statesman and civil rights activist who served in the United States House of 
Representatives for Georgia's 5th congressional district from 1987 until his death 
in 2020. Among his many distinctions and honorary degrees, he was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2011. He dedicated himself to respectful 
discourse and breaking down walls of racism often at cost to his safety. (Adapted 
from Wikipedia, John Lewis) 
 

John Lewis' words: “Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem the 
soul of America by getting in what I call ‘good trouble’, ‘necessary trouble’. So 
I say to you, walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and let the spirit of peace 
and the power of everlasting love be your guide.” 
 
 

On July 30, 2020, on the day of Representative John Lewis’ funeral, St. John’s joined communities 
throughout Lancaster and the nation in mourning and honoring this honorable statesman by ringing 
our church’s bell 80 times in 80 seconds - once for each year of his life.  
 
July 17th marked the one-year anniversary of John Lewis' death. That evening, across the country, 
hundreds of individually organized vigils honored John Lewis' memory and message - a message that the 
good of the country depends upon access by all to the rights of our democracy. 
 
I signed up to attend a vigil, a virtual one, organized by the Women of Color Coalition. Not having a 
clergy-person, they asked me to prepare something to say, and I agreed. I found it both a struggle and a 
privilege. Recognizing how doing this helped me grow in God, I share this prayer with you, the saints of 
St. John's. The prayer closed the evening's vigil.   
 
I hope we'll share our experiences that has helped us "Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in 
Love." I encourage us to share our stories with one another and/or send our stories to the Parish office.  
 
A Prayer 
 

John Lewis knew: 

Too many people are left out. 
Too many people are left behind. 
 
John Lewis knew: 
For Beloved Community - for Justice - to reign, 
       the right to vote is not only precious, 
       but, sacred! 
 

 

With courage, 
John championed the most powerful - and nonviolent - tool in democracy: the vote. 
And John worked to right wrongs  - 
      with nonviolence 
      with love, with every breath, until his last. 
           
Source of All Love and Justice, 

You are the air from which John drew breath. 

A champion of the disenfranchised. 

          (continued on the next page) 
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This brother's life - his words and work - say so: 

       You are the Center from which he spoke. 

In his final words to us, John Lewis commissioned us 

to use our communal power 

to change wrongs of society. 

So, in community, this night, we join John's vison and work 

- standing up for those who are, 

        or, who would be, pushed aside. 

 

Source of Justice, 

Impel us ... that to ballot barriers, we answer a resounding NO. 

And strengthen us to ring out a clarion call that elected members of Congress pass legislation 

 reinstating - and protecting - the freedom of all to vote. 

 

This, the very foundation of government 

       of, by and for the people. 

 

Source of All Love, 

Impart to us that love that overcomes obstacles – present and future. 

       - that love that seeds goodwill, courage, and tenacity. Amen. 

 
“Grow in God, Act in Service, Witness in Love.” 

  (St. John's Mission Statement) 
 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN NEWS: ST. JOHN’S OLYMPIC EVENT 
 

With the 2020 Olympics in full swing this month, we compare our capital campaign to one of the 
world’s premier athletic events – the MARATHON.  
 
In place of the usual 26.2-mile-long run, we began our race six years ago not knowing that our goal 
would be 1.7 million miles long -- if we equate dollars to miles. Unlike the Olympics Marathon, which 
challenges the individual, ours has been an amazing team effort. Like so many long-distance runners 
whose ambition is simply to reach the finish line no matter how long it takes, we are taking a long time 
to reach our goal, and we are on the verge of success.  Having achieved more than 99% of our goal with 
only 5,000 miles – or dollars -- to go, our gold medal for achievement will be awarded in October when 
St. John’s becomes debt free. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We all can help bring our team to the finish line in one of two ways: 
with a new or additional gift of any amount 

or 
by completing our pledge as soon as possible. 

 

Let’s join St. Paul who reflected on his ministry in 2 Timothy 4:7 
I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Pledge income dropped in June, typical of summer trends, but YTD continues to track budget.  Total in-
come reported shows a large surplus due to recognition of one-time PPP funds totaling $60,522 included 
in Other Income.  These funds, originally received as a federal loan in April 2020 as part of the CARES 
Act, was officially converted to a grant by the SBA last month.  Our June operating statement and balance 
sheet were adjusted accordingly.  As for expenses, both June and YTD are below budget. 
 
C. Wear 
Treasurer 

 

A Prayer for Schools and College                         BCP 824 
 
 

 O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities 
 that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, 
 and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and 
 those who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



 

  STREAM TEAM  
 
Lights, Camera, Action! 
 

Since March of last year, St. John’s YouTube channel has been 
viewed nearly 20,000 times and streamed over 5,600 hours worth 
of content. During the pandemic, online streaming was our only 
option to keep our community together.  As we begin the transition 
back to in-person services, St. John’s will continue to live stream, 
but we need your help! 

 
 
To continue this exciting and vital part of our ministry, St. John’s is urgently in need of volunteers! If you 
can click a mouse button, you have the skills to join our STREAM TEAM! If you are up to the challenge, 
we will provide hands-on training either before or after services. Please reach out to Joe Way at 
way@mac.com or 717-333-9130 if you need more information. I look forward to hearing from you! 
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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP CHALLENGE  
I AM, WE ARE...ONE WORLD: HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE 

August 1st: Friendship Day - 
1935, The first Sunday of 
August was proclaimed as 
National Friendship Day  
 
 

“A friend is someone who helps you up when 
you’re down and if they can’t, they lay down 
beside you and listen.” Willie the Pooh  
As we offer prayers for more kindness in our 
world, discover who you can actually connect  
with and offer an ear, a cup of coffee, a moment  
of connection, a walk, in caring, as you remember 
We are ALL one family - NO exceptions.  
   
August 8th  
“You don’t choose your family. They are God’s 
gift to you, as you are to them.” Desmond Tutu  
Give thanks for all the new friends we have made 
during the last year - food sharing, Community 
Breakfast, the gifts during the Yard Gives, shoes, 
smiles, and the time to connect and care couldn’t 
be more important. 
 
 
 
 
 

August 15th: Feast of the Assumption of Mary  
Imagine for a moment, everything Mary went 
through from being chosen for Jesus birthing and 
bringing Him into the world, through His growing 
up and goals, through the grief of His treatment  
and death and she was there for Him. Let her be an 
example to us of following God’s call as we too, 
by our lives, make Him present to our world. 
 

August 22nd  
“However many holy words you read, however 
many you speak, what good will they do you  if 
you don’t act on upon them?” Buddha  
As we move into the Fall season, take on a pledge 
for yourself to save our environment -  less plastic 
usage, recycling,  the smallest step can make a 
change.  
   
August 29th  
As we move into the Fall season, school resumes 
and yet we also deal with the virus  environment. 
Think about taking some moments of silence/
meditation and be open to listening. Listen to the 
sound of nature as a “calm concert”, consider 
taking a walk around the labyrinth as you move 
through an unknown pathway, take a quiet bike 
ride, yet knowing God is there for you -   

mailto:way@mac.com
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DEACON’S MESSAGE  
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 BACK TO SCHOOL LUNCHEON  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Here's one more thing that makes us feel "normal" again. On Friday, August 20, the Fulton Elementary 
 teachers and staff will have lunch in our parish hall to celebrate the back to school event. A tradition 
 has been to support teachers with school supplies for their classrooms. It is always much appreciated 
 and raises some excitement, not only with them but with St. John’s. Your support is requested by  
 donating ANY school supplies you can manage to bring in. Choices should be made with the teachers 
 in mind - items to make their classroom life easier.   
 

Suggestions are: good scissors, staplers, calculators, sharpie markers, dry erase markers, mini white 
boards, Kleenex, Clorox wipes, spiral notebooks of different sizes, stickers, post it notes. Good items 
for students are crayons, pencils, pencil sharpeners, extra erasers, rulers, etc.   

 

 There are approximately 20-25 classroom teachers who can use our support (and don't forget the art  
 teacher!). Bring items to the parish hall any time in the next six weeks. Contact Sue Martin with  
 questions.   



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMITTEE   
 
 For years, St. John's has considered ourselves a Parish that is both open to and affirming of members  
 of the LGBTQIA+ community within the Episcopal Church. What are we doing right, and where can 
 we better our awareness and expand our welcome to truly affirm members of this community as 
 beloved children of God? What do we know and where can we learn about changes in terminology that 
 has rapidly evolved? How can we best help the continued fight for social justice in this community? 
 

 If you're interested in exploring this topic as part of an Open & Affirming committee this Fall, please 
 contact Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky MariaWeaverH@gmail.com.We envision exciting opportunities 
 for education, community collaboration, and outreach as part of  larger initiatives within our 
 Parish. We are actively seeking participation and input from Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
 Queer/Questioning, Intersex, Asexual and beyond members as well as Straight Allies, youth or adult: 
 anyone who wishes to support and affirm our LGBTQIA+ community here at St. John's.  

Page 12    August 2021 

 

mailto:MariaWeaverH@gmail.com


Page 13    August 2021 

  
 

 



Page 14 

 



 Page 15 



St. John’s  Episcopal Church 
321 W. Chestnut St. 
Lancaster, PA 17603 


