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Weekly 

 
Sundays: 
 
8:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite: I  
9:15AM  
Formation for ALL! 
10:15AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite: II 
 
Wednesdays: 
 
12:05PM  
Healing Service with  
Holy Eucharist  

December 2021

Greetings St. John’s family and friends, 
 
I found myself mesmerized by a single candle in worship this past Sunday. As the 
first candle of our Advent Wreath was lit, I felt all consumed by its flicker and 
flame. In that moment, I was drawn into everything that candle represented and 
everything I needed it to represent. I was so consumed, I almost forgot to continue 
the service with the opening acclamation! It was as if time was standing still as I 
just lingered in that gaze, pausing long enough to allow the Spirit to speak. For 
many, the world seems void of hope. Our yearnings for wholeness, peace, healing, 
justice, reconciliation, or a different future spill over into every aspect of our lives. 
The season of Advent invites us to consider our greatest longings and to cling to our 
deepest hopes.  

 
I’m always amazed at how different elements in our worship services 
can open us up to the presence of God in our midst. This year, it’s the 
candle of hope that is burning bright, illuminating the path of my 
Advent journey. I wonder which candle is captivating your attention. If 
not a candle, is there a piece of music, the taste of the sacrament, a blue 
vestment, the sound of a Sanctus bell, a brightly lit Christmas tree, a 
gift wrapped for someone outside of your own immediate family, the 
smell of pine, or a simple liturgical act that is drawing you in to receive 
the greatest gift ever given; the gift of Christ himself. 
 

Advent means “coming.” We gather week after week to hear, again, the story of our 
savior’s birth, and yet, we also long for Christ to return and complete what God 
began. But in between, in the here and now, we acknowledge that Christ is always 
coming into our lives, always entering a wayward and struggling heart. Henri 
Nouwen once wrote, 

The Lord is coming, always coming. 
When you have ears to hear and eyes to see,  

you will recognize him at any moment of your life.  
Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord. 

 
I pray you recognize Christ in your midst this Advent season. I pray you slow down 
long enough to allow yourself to be consumed by the presence of Christ through all 
of your God given senses. Remember, “Life is Advent, life is recognizing the 
coming of the Lord.”  
 
I remain faithfully yours, 
Amanda+ 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR 
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December Birthdays:  
02– Charles Wear 
02– Marcia Meikrantz 
06– Lynn Hayford 
07– Julia Hale 
08– Charlie Brought 
08– Eleanor Honaman 
09– Gretchen Walden 
12– Bradley Moyer 
15– Shirley Parmer 
16– Canon Dr. Fred Honaman 
17– The Rev. Faith D’Urbano 
18– Kendall Stonerook 
19– Polly Ann Brown 
19– Len Jackson 
19– Randy Krueger 
21– Ed Summers 
24– Steve Latshaw 
24– Jenny Kitner 
25– Jim Crothers 
25– Donna Schnee 
26– Rich Brenton 
29– Jeannie Zeller 
30– Adam Kilp 
31– Ned Grove 
 
December Anniversaries: 
01– Mike & Shelby Kilhefner 
03– Tom & Christine Shevock 
17– David & Amy Dissinger 
26– Merle & Donna Schnee 
28– Steve & Karen Latshaw 
 
Continued prayers for  
our Homebound:  
Ellen Keller, Don Lovett, 
Nancy Nemith, Peter Plaxa, 
Ricky Smith, Joanna 
Sweeney, Carolyn McCarty 
 
Military: Brian Hobbins, 
Laurel Hobbins, Alex Kelly, 
Kirby and Kyle Kinderwater,  
Joshua Watkins, Cameron 
Watts, Amelia Dissinger, 
Hunter Walden 

 

Angel Tree Ministry 
 

The spirit of giving is once again alive at St. John’s. This year our 
Angel tree ministry will provide gifts for the women of the Beth 
Shalom House of Peace and their children, the children involved in 
our Eagle’s Nest after school program, and for community members 
who have specifically reached out for help this holiday.  
 
Please consider taking a tag or two from the 
Christmas tree to provide a gift. Please return 
gifts with the tag attached by Sunday, December 
12th to the Christmas tree in the parish hall. If 
you are not currently attending in person 
services but would like to participate, please 
reach out to Ann Carroll or Annie Lattanzio 
Hale at kindercarroll28@gmail.com or 
anniela1207@comcast.net.  
 
Merry Christmas!  
 
 

Christmas Caroling 
 

Calling all carolers!!! Join us Sunday, December 5th at 6PM to spread 
some Holiday cheer! We’ll canvas the neighborhood offering songs 
of glad tidings. After caroling, join us in the parish hall for hot cocoa 
and treats. This season has been especially difficult for many of our 
friends and neighbors, so let’s warm some hearts through the gift of 
song! 

 
 
 
Bonus points for anyone who dresses the 
part…. 

Food Pantry Needs 
 
Friends, as we enter the season of giving, we ask that you keep 
those in our community who frequent our food pantry in your 
hearts and on your minds. Our pantry will be accepting 
“Christmas Dinner” type foods throughout the month of 
December as well as ham and turkey certificates you may be 
willing to contribute. 

mailto:kindercarroll28@gmail.com
mailto:anniela1207@comcast.net
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ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

The Annual Meeting was held November 7, 
2021. After a breakfast served by the 
Community Breakfast Team, the meeting was 
called to order. There were 89 Parishioners 
present in person and over Zoom. 

Amanda+ began her Rector’s report by showing 
a video of many of the ministries at St. John’s. 
We remain an active and vibrant congregation 
despite the pandemic. She continued by 
addressing our Staffing issues. We must rethink 
our office staff, including the Sexton’s job. 
Also, in order to continue to increase our service 
to our community and our parishioners, we need 
to address the lack of a full time Assistant 
Clergy. 

Matt+ expressed thanks to the Music Minister 
Search Committee for their diligence in seeking 
the best possible candidate. He also reported on 
our current Adult Formation program. 

Charles Wear presented our financial report. 
While supporting our ministries, we also are on 
pace to achieve a Balanced Budget for the 
second year in a row. In presenting the 2022 
Budget, we are again projecting a balanced 
budget. This budget allows us to hire a full time 
Assistant Clergy in July with the continued 
support of our parishioner’s stewardship 
pledges. 

We thanked the retiring Vestry members, 
Debbie Carter, Webb Cook, Tim Huber, and 
Molly Moyer. The new Vestry members elected 
are Nick DiPace, Andrew Welaish, and Paula 
Wolf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS  
 
This is the time of year where the Vestry takes 
stock of our current year status and makes plans 
for the coming year. The Annual Meeting was 
our opportunity to present this to the 
parishioners. We are pleased to report the 
following: 

In this time of pandemic, St. John’s has become 
an even stronger supporter of the Lancaster 
community at large. We continue to be on of the 
strongest teams at the Community Meals site and 
grew our Food Pantry program to almost six 
times its previous size. We added the Blessings 
Box and the “Fence Ministry” to our efforts. We 
deepened our relationship with the Fulton 
Elementary School as shown by the enthusiastic 
response that Eagles Nest has received from the 
students.  

Through our Deacon’s leadership, a formidable 
team has been active in supporting returning 
female citizens. Some members have begun the 
initiative to make it known to the public that we 
are an Open and Affirming Church. 

Adult Formation has become as active part of our 
Sundays. We welcomed a new Deacon and a new 
Minister of Music.  

We paid off the Capital Campaign loan on time. 

At our November meeting the Vestry approved 
updates to the Church Bylaws. We also approved 
a new Building Use Policy subject to the review 
of our Safe Church policy.  

Looking ahead to 2022, we are supporting our 
Rector’s efforts to redefine our staffing needs in 
order that we can further our ministry efforts by 
adding a full time Assistant Clergy. Your 
continued support of our Stewardship campaign 
efforts will make this possible. 

 

John Gouveia 
Secretary 
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Christmas Poinsettia Dedication Form 
Advent/Christmas 2021 

 
 
Your Name(s):____________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:________________________________ 
 
Email Address:_________________________________ 
 
In memory of  In honor of  In Thanksgiving of  (Circle One) 
 
Recipient’s Name(s):________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional 
Comments:________________________________________________________________ 

 

  I wish to make a donation for toward the cost of the poinsettias and attached is my     
contribution in the amount of $____________ 

All dedications must be submitted before December 19th, 2021 
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St. John’s received at substantial bequest as a residual beneficiary of the Winthrop Everett trust in 
October.  That, coupled with paying off our capital loan mentioned last month, has almost doubled 
the  church’s net financial assets since the beginning of the year.  Details were provided at the annual 
meeting on November 7. 

Operating results below show pledge and other income for the month of October to be within typical 
norms.  Expenses were relatively high for the month based on the $3500 fee for auditing our 2020 books 
and about $9000 in property expenses for brickwork and church HVAC repairs.  As reported in previous 
months, our income and expenses YTD are both below budget and below last year.  The net effects are 
offsetting; we are still operating with a favorable net surplus which was budgeted for the year.  

C. Wear 
Treasurer 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR DEACON 

God Loves Blue Too 
“I think there must be something wrong with me, 
Linus. Christmas is coming, but I’m not happy. I 
don’t feel the way I’m supposed to feel.”-
 Charlie Brown, A Charlie Brown Christmas 

 

Charlie Brown is not alone. There are all kinds of 
folks who feel the same way as Charlie Brown 
does about Christmas. Some of us are confused 
because we don’t feel so jolly, we aren’t 
experiencing Christmas cheer as we believe we 
should. For others, it goes deeper than that. 
Christmas is a reminder of what our life was or 
what our life isn’t.  

 

There are many reasons why some of us 
experience a painful Christmas. Maybe because 
there is an empty place at the table. At a time of 
the year when family is being celebrated, loss is 
magnified and it doesn’t matter if it is the first 
Christmas or the twentieth Christmas, grief isn’t 
an easy journey. Perhaps, it is the harsh reality of 
economics. The trappings that our consumer 
culture demands pressure us because we don’t 
know how we are going to make ends meet. Or 
maybe we are feeling a bit like Winston 
Churchill who often spoke about his “Black 
Dog,” a name he gave his depression which 
followed him throughout his life. Finally, it can 
simply be weariness or as J.R.R. Tolkien wrote, 
“Why, I feel all thin, sort of stretched, if you 
know what I mean: like butter that has been 
scraped over too much bread.” 

  

Understandably, we often try to ignore the 
tension during Advent, between the joy of the 
coming of Christ and the reality that Jesus came 
into a broken world. But isn’t this what an 
authentic Christmas is all about? Theologian 
Walter Wink states it succinctly. “Jesus 
incarnated God in his own person in order to 
show all of us how to incarnate God. And to 
incarnate God is what it means to be fully 
human.” God chose to be with us in our anxiety, 
depression, poverty, loneliness, grief, injustice, 
sickness and everything else that could make us 
want to hide until Christmas is over.  

God comes near to bring us near to God. God is 
also with us for peace, healing, well-being, good 
will and love. He wants to be with us and among 
us, in all our joys and sufferings.  

 

If this time of year is proving difficult for you, 
invite Jesus into your heart. Talk with Him, weep 
with Him and allow Him to hold you in His 
loving arms. Our God is a faithful God, know 
you are not alone, know you were made out of 
Love, for Love. Listen for Love’s prompting in 
your heart and ask God to show you, who you 
can bless with a simple phone call during our 
holiday season. 

 

This Advent, as we draw closer to God’s coming 
into our world, may we be blessed and be a 
blessing. May we hold gentle space in our broken 
world for ourselves and for each other with the 
love of Christ. 

 

“We Are All Broken. That’s How the Light Gets 
In.”-Leonard Cohen 

  

With Love & Gratitude for the  
blessing of St. John’s,  
 
Deacon Stacey and James Catigano  
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING 

 
Next Step on Our Journey to Becoming An Open & Affirming Church 
 
St. John’s believes that every person is a child of God; no exceptions. 
 
Is there more we can do to live out this belief? Yes. 
 
We can enhance how we reach out and how we invite people in. We can learn more. Share more. Love 
more. And do it all with humility, grace and authenticity. 
 
At its November meeting, St. John’s Open & Affirming Committee started working on a Welcoming 
Statement that will let people know that St. John’s is an open and affirming space for our LGBTQIA+ 
siblings. The committee will share the draft statement with the parish for input in early 2022. 
 
The group brainstormed on words and phrases that would reflect St. John’s commitment to this journey. 
Words such as dignity and worth, faithfulness, loving, intentional and unconditional acceptance made 
the list. So did phrases such as: 

• You are welcome as you are. 

• We are called by Jesus to love all. 

• Everyone is invited to the table. 

• We embrace this challenge with God’s help. 

• We will learn and grow together. 

• We believe in the sacred worth of all people. 
 
The committee recognizes that parishioners may have different comfort levels and levels of awareness 
on this topic, and it will reach out to the congregation for input in the form of a survey or questionnaire 
in early 2022. 
 
As Amanda stated during the meeting, “For this to come to life, it has to be authentic; it has to be real.” 
The Welcoming Statement and other work the committee will undertake are working toward St. John’s 
aspiration to be a fully Open & Affirming church. With the parish’s help and with God’s help, we will 
continue to move closer to that goal. 
 
Members of the committee include Annie Lattanzio-Hale, Barbara Landis, Marylee Sauder, Heather 
Trenary, Jen Trenary, Bruce Waskowicz, Maria Weaver-Hollowniczky (Chair), The Rev. Amanda 
Knouse (Clergy) and The Rev. Matt MacDougall (Clergy). 
 
Please watch this space for updates on the committee’s activities, and please reach out to committee 
members with questions or ideas. 
 
Submitted by Marylee Sauder 
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 Global Partnership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Global Partnership Challenge for December 5th  
"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." John 1:5  
Our Jewish friends are celebrating Chanukah and one of the acts is to light candles each night as it is 
getting dark.  Think about the dark times we all have been going through and how even the smallest 
candle, the smallest light, the smallest kindness can make a difference to those Here, There, 
Everywhere.  As you process your gifting to those you know, think of a stranger in your presence who 
could be moved by the smallest act of caring and brightness.   
 
 
Global Partnership Challenge for December 12th  
Los Posadas - December 16 to 24th  
Los Posadas derives from a Spanish word "posada" meaning "lodging or accommodation."  Celebrated 
in Latin America, Mexico, Guatamala, Cuba, Spain and Hispanics in the U.S.  It lasts for 9 days 
representing the 9-month pregnancy of Mary and is celebrated with carols sung, dinners together, and 
people representation of Mary and Joseph going to different homes.    
 
At a time when we are separated from each other, think of the ways we could connect and share caring 
and love.  A real, written note as oppose of email, an invitation to share a cup of coffee, a donation to the 
Food Pantry, whatever you are comfortable with but that would allow someone else feel your caring - 
Here, There, Everywhere - NO exceptions.   
 
 
Global Partnership Challenge for December 19th  
December 21st - Winter Solstice  
This is the shortest day of the year all over the world.  People light candles and bonfires to coax back the 
sun.  Think of a way you could bring the light, the warmth of the sun into someone's life.  A sharing, a 
caring, demonstrated and heartfelt.   
 
 
Global Partnership Challenge for December 26th  
Watching the news or reading it over the last almost two years has been difficult with the dealing with 
Covid, racial issues, violence, bullying on many levels.  As we prepare to step into a new year, think 
about making a goal for yourself, a resolution, that will draw you into action to be positive, to be a 
steward, to act in love as a child of God.  Consider making a resolution to sit in silence for a time each 
day and instead of "talking to God" consider some meditation time when you are silence and allow God 
"to talk to you!"  Blessings to ALL.   
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