
The Messenger 

March Highlights: 

Pg 2   Pancakes TOGO! 
Pg 3 Message from our 
 Lay Pastor 
Pg 4 Ash Wednesday 
Pg 5 Financial Update 
Pg 6 Deacon’s Message 
Pg 7 Toiletries Drive 
Pg 8 Refugee Ministry  
 Lenten Weekend  
Pg 9 Lenten Forum 
Pg 10 An Interfaith 
 Opportunity   
Pg 11 GPG 
 Prison Ministry 
Pg 12 Calendar 
 
 
 

Weekly 

 
Sundays: 
 
8:00 AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite: I  
9:15AM  
Sunday School 
10:15AM  
Holy Eucharist Rite: II 
 
Wednesdays: 
 
12:05PM  
Healing Service with  
Holy Eucharist  

March 2022 

Dear St. John’s,  
 
On March 13, 2020, I sent a letter to the parish stating that public worship and 
gatherings of any sort would be suspended due to the COVID-19 virus. I stated in 
that letter that I anticipated we would be “closed” for a couple of weeks...wow, did 
I miss the mark on that one! Here we are entering the third year of pandemic 
ministry and like many of you, I still find it hard to believe.  
 
Like communities of faith all over the world, we’ve experienced great loss in the 
past two years. Loss of loved ones, jobs or opportunities, loss of our sense of safety 
and security, loss of how things used to be… yet, we have gained so much through 
this forced wilderness time. We’ve gained a new sense of purpose, a reprioritizing 
of values, and a commitment to staying connected by any means necessary. We’ve 
adapted, grieved, celebrated, questioned, and hoped; and through it all God has 
remained present and faithful.  
 
I don’t think it’s a coincidence that our wilderness journey with COVID began at 
the beginning of a Lenten Season. Two years later, we’re not in the same place as 
we were in 2020. Like the Israelites in exile, we’ve crossed our own version of the 
Red Sea, we’ve spent time wandering in the wilderness, and now we’re embarking 
on a different kind of Lenten journey. COVID-19 hasn’t magically disappeared, yet 
it feels like we’re standing on the outside edge of the wilderness and a new 
promised land awaits us.  
 
Lent means “to lengthen” referring to the season of spring and the lengthening of 
days. It’s a time of spiritual renewal, a type of “spiritual spring,” where the light 
grows brighter with each passing day. This season is designed for our growth. The 
fasting, praying, and giving is meant to renew our relationships and strengthen us 
for the journey that lies ahead. On March 13, an opportunity to reflect on where 
we’ve been, what we have learned, and how God has transformed our community 
will be offered. This Service of Light and Hope will take place at 7:00 p.m..  
 
I am beyond grateful to have traveled through the wilderness with you all these 
past two-plus years. And I look with hope and joyful expectation at the possibilities 
that await us. 
 
I remain faithfully yours, 
Amanda+ 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR 
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March Birthdays:  
 
Dave Pennell  2 
Mike Williams  2 
David Dissinger  3 
Brooks Morgan  6 
Bob Bailey  7 
Adeline Bowser  7 
Ellen Sellers  8 
Ken Brown  10 
Tim Huber  11 
David Rodriguez  11 
Julie Rodriguez  12 
Ted Loose  13 
Leslie Lemonick  16 
Janelle Stone  17 
Madalyn Wendler 17 
Alison Siewert 1 9 
Karen Latshaw  21 
Heather Trenary  21 
Dawn Williams  21 
Betsy Hasircoglu  23 
Penn Glazier  24 
Paul Dorgan  25 
Kimberly Henry  26 
Neil Clark  29 
Webb Cook, Jr.  29 
Jeff Wendler  29 
Joel Cliff  30 
Jim Snyder  31 
Bruce Waskowicz 31 
Liz West  31 
 
March Anniversaries: 
 
Bruce & Mary Waskowicz  9 
John & Nancy Houston  11 
Andy & Katie Mausolf   17 
Ally & Andy Latshaw     20 
Bruce & Leslie Tahsler    31 
 
 
Continued prayers for  
our Homebound:  
Ellen Keller, Don Lovett, 
Nancy Nemith, Peter Plaxa, 
Ricky Smith, Joanna 
Sweeney, Carolyn McCarty, 
Cynthia Minnich, Al Kuser 
 
Military: Brian Hobbins, 
Laurel Hobbins, Alex Kelly, 
Kirby and Kyle Kinderwater,  
Joshua Watkins, Cameron 
Watts, Amelia Dissinger, 
Hunter Walden 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM JEN 
 
Happy March, St. John’s!    
 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself 
to any of you who may not know 
me.  My name is Jennifer 
Trenary, and I am your new Lay 
Pastor.  As a candidate for Holy 
Orders in the Episcopal Church, 
I am hoping to be ordained this 
year as first a Transitional 
Deacon.  (Everyone on the way 
to priesthood starts as a deacon 
first.)  My goal is to then go on 
and, God willing, be ordained as 
an Episcopal Priest when 
appropriate.    
 
Let me tell you a little bit about 
myself.  As many of you know, 
Heather Trenary is my wife, and 
we live in Columbia, a beautiful 
little borough right by the 
water.  We have lived in 
Pennsylvania for just over five 
years now, and both originally 
hail from Ohio; hence the banter 
with Pastor Amanda about 
football rivalries.  :)  
 
My work background started in 
the business world, but after 
getting my MBA and working in 
the field, I knew I wasn’t using 
the gifts that God gave me.  I 
went back to school to get a 
master's degree in counseling 
and was a mental health therapist 
for children and their families 
for several years.  My work was 
mostly for nonprofit companies 
that were funded via Medicaid, 
thus there were strict roles about 
discussing religion in any depth 
with the children to which I 
wanted to supply a source of 
hope.   
 

 

 
Between this and the challenges 
of working with the juvenile 
justice system, when we moved 
to Indiana for Heather’s next job, 
I opted not to get licensed 
there.  As an academic advisor for 
a small community college, I 
continued to learn, and worked 
with folks who faced their own 
set of hurdles as mostly first-
generation college students.    
 
At the same time, Heather and I 
joined Education for Ministry at 
our local Episcopal church, and I 
was slowly developing an urge to 
know even more.  My questions 
led to even more questions, and I 
eventually felt the call to go to 
seminary to deepen my own faith 
journey.  When we moved here for 
Heather’s job at Eurofins, I 
attended Lancaster Theological 
Seminary and got in touch with the 
Bishop Audrey, through Father 
John, and started the process to 
heed my calling to the 
priesthood.    
 
Which leads me back to St. John’s 
and you all!  I am so excited and 
humbled to be here collaborating 
with you to fulfill our mission to 
“Grow in God, Act in Service, 
Witness in Love”.    
 
Peace, my friends,  
Jen  
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 
Annual 2022 pledges received in both December and January appear as January income, providing a 
significant surplus for the month.  This is the historic pattern and provides a helpful cushion to meet our 
cash needs for the first half of the year.  January expenses were on budget and comparable to last year in 
spite of higher Outreach expenses.  The lower Outreach expenses last January were atypical due to a 
month of Fair share forgiveness as part of COVID relief assistance from the Diocese. 
 
C. Wear 
Treasurer 

 
 

 
 



SOLES4SOULS 
 

For about the last ten years St. John’s has supported an international effort to fight poverty, protect the 
planet, and provide relief by donating shoes to those who would go without them. We collect shoes of all 
sizes, shapes and fashions and ship them to Soles4Souls. As with every successful effort, we do not do 
this alone. We have received shoes from James Street Mennonite, St. John Methodist in Paradise, our 
neighbors in downtown Lancaster, and friends of our members. The shoes that are functional are sent to 
places where they are needed. Those that are fashionable, but not necessarily functional, are sold with the 
profits used to provide shoes and services where they are needed. 
 
Barbara Landis and Brad Zuke prepare and box shoes that may come in during the year. At St. John’s we 
kick this effort into high gear during Lent. Then on Maundy Thursday, our youth complete the packing 
and preparing the shoes for shipment. Shortly after Easter a truck arrives, and the shoes are shipped. Over 
the years the size of the truck has increased greatly. If you have any shoes you would like to donate, a box 
will be set up in the Parish Hall to collect them. Please tie the pairs of shoes together as the numbers of 
pairs will be large. 
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I am grateful to Tom Bond for sharing his 
inspirational story with us in this month’s Deacon 
Message. May we all continue to pray and 
support those who respond to God’s call in their 
lives with joy and gratitude. Stacey+ 
 
There have been a couple of times when I have 
had a moment where the proverbial light bulb 
comes on in the back of my mind. Or, to put it 
another way, inspiration happens. It happened 
when visiting the Notre Dame campus and 
meeting students working toward a master’s 
degree in liturgy and I knew that that was for me. 
Another time was visiting St. John’s and 
welcomed by several people even though they did 
not know me, and I knew I had found a parish 
home. God was telling me something in both 
instances. 
 
I was participating in a Lancaster convocation 
with Bishop Scanlon prior to the diocesan 
convention in 2019. In her remarks she described 
a new position in the diocese – lay parish 
administration (now called lay pastor). The 
purpose would be to help parishes continue to 
function in situations where there was not a full-
time priest. Details were few as it was a new 
concept. But it was another of those moments. I 
knew God was telling me something. 
 
With the help of Rev. Robyn Szoke-Coolidge, I 
began taking courses through the Stevenson 
School for Ministry.  
 
 

Mother Robyn was also instrumental in 
suggesting I discern whether the diaconate was 
something God was also calling me to, starting 
spiritual direction, and looking at other parish 
ministries that I had not to that point been 
involved. Now, 2 years later, I am completing my 
course work (only one more course to go). I have 
received certificates as lay worship leader and lay 
preacher. I am awaiting Bishop Scanlon’s 
permission to do both. I now need to complete a 
process with the diocese and the Commission on 
Ministry to be certified as a lay pastor. 

 
Amanda has been very supportive of me in this 
process. Several members of St. John’s have lent 
their support and have walked with me in this 
journey – even listening to my practice sermons! 
The two years I spent as Senior Warden of the 
Vestry has also enabled me in this process. 
 
After getting my master’s degree from Notre 
Dame, I spent 15 wonderful years working as the 
director of the Office of Worship in Des Moines, 
IA. It was my dream job. I got to work with many 
wonderful, faith-filled people in many different 
parishes – large and small. The clergy of the 
diocese were not only supportive but also great 
role models and mentors. 
 
God and Bishop Scanlon willing, I hope to spend 

many years in the future collaborating with people 
in the parishes of the Diocese of Central PA. God 
has blessed me with the tools. I pray I can do 

some good with them. 

DEACON’S MESSAGE 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH NEWS 

 

 

Every Sunday between Services, 

St. John’s youngest members 

gather for formation in the 

Christian Education wing. 

Classes last for about 45 

minutes. Our dedicated team of 

Sunday School Teachers are 

eager to welcome your children!  
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Over the last 40 years St. John’s has been involved in Refugee relocation efforts many times. We have 
sponsored refugees from Cambodia, Viet Nam, Uganda, Yugoslavia, Ivory Coast, and Bhutan among 
others. We also supported ALERT (All Lancaster Episcopal Response Team) when they sponsored a 
family from Serbia and assisted one of our families when they took in a young woman from Congo. It 
has always been a team effort with many St. John’s members taking part. We are now preparing to take 
in a Refugee family or individual from Afghanistan. 

Our Chair for this effort will be Rich Garon. Rich is a relatively new member at St. John’s, but he brings 
with him an experience that is rarely found. Before coming to Lancaster, Rich served in our federal 
government for 25 years rising to the position of Chief of Staff of the House Committee on International 
Relations. In that position, he dealt with such agencies as UN High Commission for Refugees. Rich is 
first to admit that even with that background, he is not familiar with the Lancaster efforts and that is 
where we can all help. Whether it is finding a place to live, places to work, transportation, social service 
agencies or any of the myriad of needs, we need people to step forward and be part of the team. 

On March 6, Rich and the Rev. Amanda Knouse will be leading a communication and organization 
meeting at 11:30 AM in the Auditorium (top floor of the Parish Hall). Anyone who is interested in 

learning more about our Afghanistan refugee effort or is willing to be part of the team is strongly 
encouraged to attend. If you wish to be part of the effort but cannot make the meeting, please advise 
Amanda+ by email amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org.  

REFUGEE MINISTRY 
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LENTEN FORUM SERIES 
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 AN INTERFAITH OPPORTUNITY! 



 

  

Lancaster County Prison is beginning the process of authorizing volunteer ministers for re-entry. We 

encourage those who are called to prison ministry to begin the necessary paperwork and fingerprinting. 
It is a bit of a long process but our office is here to help and guide you through it.  If you already have 
a badge for entry, please call us and ask what needs to be updated. Please be patient with us because 

we need to adhere to the security policies that are in place for you and the incarcerated individual. A 
link is provided below to begin the application process and please feel free to call our office (717 295-
2089) with any questions or concerns. If you are discerning a call to prison ministry, I would love for 
us to talk. 

In peace and gratitude, 

Deacon Stacey  

scatigano@gmail.com 

Microsoft Word - Complete application (supportforprisonministries.org)  
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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP CHALLENGES  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The planet does not need more “successful 
people”.  The planet desperately needs more 
peacemakers, healers, restorers, storytellers and 
lovers of ALL kinds.” - Dalai Lama 
 

March 6th 
If “Plan A” didn’t work, the alphabet has 25 more 
letters. During this Lenten season, step back, take 
some quiet time and refocus where you could 
“spring” forward with your gifts and talents  
to demonstrate caring to those - Here, There, 
Everywhere.  
 

March 13th 
St. Patrick's Day March 17th 
The color “green” immediately comes to mind 
when we think of this day. So, let’s act on it and 
take on a goal to be more “green” in caring for the 
gift of the earth. Recycle more, less plastic - get a 
reusable water bottle, take your own bags to 
grocery store, bring your shoes to church to share 
with others… 

 
March 20th 
First Day of Spring 
March 19th - Feast of St. Joseph 
In Italy, it was a custom to celebrate the husband of 
Mary of Nazareth, by setting a plate at the table for 
St. Joseph and heap it high with food, which was 
later given to the poor. Think and act on bringing a 
food offering to those who come to our Food 
Pantry table with a culinary gift that would allow 
them to feel your love - Here, There, Everywhere. 
And on the 1st day of Spring, let us all open our 
eyes to the brightness before us and how we can 
add to it in any way. Even the smallest step can 
make a difference.  
 

March 27th 
Founded in 1853, St. John’s was the first Episcopal 
congregation in PA to be established without a pew 
rental system, so it was called St. John’s Free 
Church. Everyone was invited to come together for 
worship regardless of wealth. The goal of openness 
to ALL God’s children continues as we welcome 
everyone regardless of race, wealth, loving 
connections, past history, into a caring, accepting 
environment within the church and within the 
community we serve every day of the week. 
 
 
 

PRISON MINISTRY 

http://www.supportforprisonministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Complete-Application.pdf
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