THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I
DECEMBER 3157 AT 10:15 A.M.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EPiscoPAL CHURCH

St. John’s is an Open and Affirming congregation. In faithfulness to Jesus and
His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite everyone to celebrate
with us in the full life and ministry of the Church. We believe strongly in our mission

statement to Grow in God, Act in Service, and Witness in Love.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Our Rite 11 service comes from the Book of Common Prayer and is filled with vibrant
music, sacred scripture, and the breaking of bread. This service is filled with the joyful
sound of children rustling in the pews, anthems sung to the glory of God, and the heartfelt
prayers of those gathered. With acolytes and processions, communal singing, and a
mission to love and serve our neighbors, this service invites one to participate in the
coming of the Kingdom. At St. John’s everyone is welcome to the Lord’s table.

TO THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW OR ARE VISITING

We are so glad you are here! Ushers are stationed at the back of the church and can
answer any questions you may have or please ask a neighbor in the next pew. Restrooms
can be found on the other side of the Parish Hall. In addition to worship, opportunities for
fellowship exist after the service in the courtyard. A nursery is available every Sunday for

our littlest members next to the Parish Hall. Thank you for being here!

ST. JOHN'S ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN

Thank you to those who have submitted their 2024 pledge cards! To date, 96 members
have pledged for a total of $415,493. Our 2024 goal is $425,000. If you haven’t
submitted your card yet, please do so as soon as possible so the vestry can move forward
with 2024 plans! Thank YOU for sharing your ABUNDANCE!




THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you have an announcement, you would like the clergy to share,
please fill out the form on our website or let the office know no later than Thursday.

PRELUDE Carol of the Bells M Leontovich
OPENING HYMN Christians, awake, salute the happy morn HYMN 106
OPENING ACCLAMATION (please remain standing as you are able) BCP 355

Celebrant The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
People And we beheld his glory. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE Angels we have heard on high HYMNAL 96 (vs.1&3)
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that
this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (please be seated)

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
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herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise

to spring up before all the nations. For Zion's sake | will not keep silent, and for
Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her
salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings
your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of
your God.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147:13-21

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;
14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.
15 He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.
16 He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.
17 He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?
19 He sends forth his word and melts them; *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.
21 He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!

THE EPISTLE: Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
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woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN Unto us a boy is born! HYMN 98
Verses 1 & 2 before the Gospel Reading; Verse 3 & 4 after the Gospel Reading

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 (please remain standing as you are able)

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John
testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me."™) From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father's heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



SERMON

THE NICENE CREED (please rise in body or spirit)

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man. (pause)

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son

he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE REV. JEN TRENARY

BCP 358



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM I11 BCP 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; in the Diocesan and Anglican Cycle of
prayer we pray for St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Shippensburg and The Anglican
Church of Rwanda;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Audrey, our Diocesan Bishop; Amanda, Jen,
and Stacey, our clergy; and Emma, our seminarian.

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially Joe,
our President; Josh, our Governor; Danene, our Mayor; and those serving in the Armed
Forces; We pray for all your children caught in war and violence and pray for peace in
the Holy Land, Ukraine, and throughout the world.

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble especially Pat Pankey,
Jeannie Zeller, Kent Strickler Nancy Strasburg, Justin & Lisa, Ella & Colleen, Matt
Patterson, Michael Yoder, Kevin, Judy Modene, Angie Stamm, Andrew Gilpin, Jesse
Rutledge, Ann Marie, Cheryl & Rhoda, Ted Griswold, Grant Hansel, Maria Sauder,
JoANnn Trenary, David O’Dell, and John Graeter. We pray for our friends at home
especially Ellen Keller, Nancy Nemith, Peter Plaxa, Ricky Smith, Joanna Sweeney, Al
Kuser, Mary Sue Farmer, Ellen Sellers, Edith Kane, Merle Schnee, Carol Greenfield,
Sandy Grove, Carole Humphrey, Darlene Bentley, and Peggy Zuke.

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
THE PRESENTATION OF THE ST. JOHN’S AWARD

Whereas Pam Loose has been a faithful member of St. John’s Episcopal Church of
Lancaster since birth, graciously giving of her time, talents, and treasures for the
enrichment of the parish and our neighboring communities;

Whereas Pam has successfully led six annual Stewardship Campaigns, including leadership
roles in the Gratitude Dinner, the Yard Give, and the Annual Church Auction;

Whereas Pam has worked tirelessly to expand the use of our building’s spaces, by
creating marketing materials, meeting with prospective renters, maintaining an events
calendar, and serving as property host; and

Whereas Pam has actively engaged with our church community: through service on the
Vestry, through teaching and mentoring our youth in the Sunday School programs,
through her financial role as Monday morning counter, and through her ministry of
welcome as office volunteer; therefore

The Vestry of St. John’s Episcopal Church resolves to express the appreciation of the
parish to Pam by presenting her with the 2023 St. John’s Award.

Resolved this 31% day of December 2023

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

THE OFFERTORY Away in a Manger Steven Scott

PRESENTATION HYMN Angels from the realms of glory HYMNAL 93, vs. 4



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only
Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect
Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might HYMNAL S-125
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with St. John all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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sin a - gainst us. Save us from the time of trial,
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP 364

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

The Episcopal Church invites all who seek God to our Lord’s table. If you wish to
receive, please come forward to the altar rail when the usher indicates. Hold out your
hands to receive the bread. For the wine, you can receive by guiding the chalice to your
lips or by dipping your wafer into the separate intinction cup. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, cross your arms over your chest when the wine passes. If you desire a
blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest. When finished,
please exit to your right. Gluten free wafers are also available.

COMMUNION HYMNS It came upon the midnight clear HYMN 89
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming HYMN 81
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SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this parish, | send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

May the light of Christ’s life be kindled in us, and lead us to the shining truth, of God
with us, God for us, God in us; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Angels from the realms of glory HYMN 93

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluial

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
POSTLUDE On Christmas Night David Paxton
Tune: SUXXEX CAROL Traditional English Melody

The "Sussex Carol" is a Christmas carol popular in Britain, sometimes referred to by its
first line "On Christmas night all Christians sing"”. Its words were first published by Luke
Wadding, a 17th-century Irish bishop, in a work called Small Garland of Pious and Godly
Songs (1684). It is unclear whether Wadding wrote the song or was recording an earlier
composition. Both the text and the tune to which it is now sung were discovered and
written down by Cecil Sharp in Buckland, Gloucestershire, and Ralph Vaughan Williams,
who heard it being sung by a Harriet Verrall of Monk’s Gate, near Horsham, Sussex
(hence "Sussex Carol™). The tune to which it is generally sung today is the one Vaughan
Williams took down from Mrs. Verrall and published in 1919.
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St. John’s Traveler Letter:
Did you know St. John’s has a team of pilgrims who travel every week to the very places
we pray for in the Anglican communion? Follow John as he shares a little bit about the
church and the places he visits:

Dear Pastor Amanda,

This week, I’'m writing to you from Rwanda, a small country in east Africa, on the shores
of Lake Kivu. The sun is setting for the final time of 2023 in this “land of a thousand
hills” tucked between the Democratic Republic of the Congo on one side and Tanzania
on the other.

As I sit here, I’m thinking about how New Year’s Eve has always been an interesting
time for me — it’s the end of a calendar year but just the beginning of the church year. In
keeping with this spirit, it gives me the opportunity to reflect on the past and look
forward to the future.

Looking back, this is my 53rd and final letter of 2023. I’ve visited 41 different countries
this year and spoken with hundreds of people around the world. Since | began my travels,
no two weeks have been the same. [’ve celebrated Dia de los Muertos in Mexico, took
sewing lessons in Malawi, went shopping in Zanzibar, and helped rebuild homes in
Pakistan. Just earlier this week, I cheered for the national cycling team in a local race
here in Rwanda.

Despite the changes from week to week, the one thing that remains the same is my
commitment to sharing my travels with you all at St. John’s. In a world where bad news
tops the headlines, | hope my stories are able to share a different side of this big, messy,
beautiful world we all share. Despite the world’s challenges, there’s a whole lot more that
brings us together than drives us apart.

Looking ahead, | want to continue to share these stories with you, including the story of
soccer team here in a Kigali, the capital. Thirty years ago, a terrible event called the

Rwandan Genocide led to the killing of many Rwandan Tutsi people by the Hutu ethnic
group. Despite this awful shared history, both Tutsi and Hutu now play together on this
soccer team and promote peace and unity throughout the country. Now that’s powerful!

It gives me hope looking toward 2024 to find more stories like this around the world to
share with you at St. John’s. I’'m hoping you all had a blessed Christmas and look
forward to an equally blessed new year.

Yours always,
John Traveler
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S:

TODAY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3

St. John’s Day 12:00 PM Healing Service
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite |

9:15 AM Sunday School THURSDAY, JANUARY 4

10:15 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite I 9:00 AM Ministers’ Meeting

2:30 PM Food Pantry
MONDAY, JANUARY 1

Office Closed FRIDAY, JANUARY 5
Rector’s Day Off
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2
1:30 PM Martha’s Ministry SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
2:30 PM Food Pantry Coffee Hour to follow each service

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite |
9:15 AM Sunday School

10:15 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite I
11:30 AM Adult Forum

ADULT FORUM: WHY WE WORSHIP

Join St. John’s Director of Music Douglas Beach as he leads the third of a
four week series on the history and practical understanding of music in worship!
Sessions will take place in the Parish Hall from
11:30 AM-12:30 PM on January 7" & 141
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FOR A NEW BEGINNING
by John O'Donohue

In out-of-the-way places of the heart,
Where your thoughts never think to wander,
This beginning has been quietly forming,
Waiting until you were ready to emerge.

For a long time it has watched your desire,
Feeling the emptiness growing inside you,
Noticing how you willed yourself on,
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown.

It watched you play with the seduction of safety
And the gray promises that sameness whispered,
Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent,
Wondered would you always live like this.

Then the delight, when your courage kindled,
And out you stepped onto new ground,
Your eyes young again with energy and dream,
A path of plenitude opening before you.

Though your destination is not yet clear
You can trust the promise of this opening;
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning

That is at one with your life's desire.

Awaken your spirit to adventure;
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk;
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm,
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.




WELCOME
Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! We are glad you are here. Please tell us a little
bit about yourself by filling out a pew card and placing it in the offertory plate.
OUR MINISTERS
All Baptized Members
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop
The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

The Rev. Jen Trenary, Assistant Rector
jen@stjohns-lancaster.org

The Rev. Stacey Catigano, Deacon
scatigano@gmail.com

VESTRY

Mary Waskowicz (Senior Warden), Leslie Morgan (Junior Warden),
Nick DiPace, Andy Welaish, John Modene
Liz West, Ted Loose, Kathy Kyper

DELEGATES REPRESENTING ST. JOHN’S AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION

Drew Dorgan, Webb Cook,
David Rutledge, Heather Trenary, Sue Heilman

STAFF

Douglas Beach, Minister of Music & Communications
Dana Sanborn, Bookkeeper
John Knouse, Property Manager
Stephanie Cabrera, Custodian
Ellia Osofsky, Nursery Care

GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE
WWW.STIJOHNS-LANCASTER.ORG / 717.299.1188
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