ST. JOHN’S EPIscoPAL CHURCH

HoLY EUCHARIST: RITE 1l
MAY 18, 2025 AT 10:15 A.Mm.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EP1scoPAL CHURCH

St. John’s is an Open and Affirming congregation. In faithfulness to Jesus and

His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite everyone to celebrate
with us in the full life and ministry of the Church. We believe strongly in our mission
statement to Grow in God, Act in Service, and Witness in Love.

TO THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW OR ARE VISITING

We are so glad you are here! Ushers are stationed at the back of the church and can
answer any questions you may have or please ask a neighbor in the next pew. Restrooms
can be found on the other side of the Parish Hall. In addition to worship, opportunities for
fellowship exist after the service in the Parish Hall. A nursery is available every Sunday
for our littlest members next to the restrooms. Thank you for being here!

A NOTE ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Our Rite Il service comes from the Book of Common Prayer and is filled with vibrant
music, sacred scripture, and the breaking of bread. This service is filled with the joyful
sound of children rustling in the pews, anthems sung to the glory of God, and the heartfelt
prayers of those gathered. With acolytes and processions, communal singing, and a
mission to love and serve our neighbors, this service invites one to participate in the
coming of the Kingdom. At St. John’s everyone is welcome to the Lord’s table.




THE WORD OF GOD
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you have an announcement, you would like the clergy to share,
please fill out the form on our website or let the office know no later than Thursday.

PRELUDE Voluntary on We Know that Christ is Raised Charles Callahan
PROCESSIONAL HYMN I Come with Joy HYMNAL 304

OPENING ACCLAMATION (please remain standing as you are able)

Officiant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A SONG OF PRAISE Glory to you HYMNAL S-236
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow
his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.



THE FIRST LESSON: Acts 11:1-18 (please be seated)

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of Joppa praying,
and in a trance | saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from
heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As | looked at it
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also
heard a voice saying to me, "Get up, Peter; Kill and eat.' But | replied, "By no means,
Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But a second time the
voice answered from heaven, "What God has made clean, you must not call profane.' This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very
moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These
six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he
had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, "Send to Joppa and bring Simon,
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household
will be saved.' And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon
us at the beginning. And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, "John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." If then God gave them
the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that |
could hinder God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God,
saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PsaLM 148

1 Hallelujah! Praise the LorD from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.
2 Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.
3 Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.
4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.



5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; *
for he commanded, and they were created.
6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
7 Praise the LorD from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;
9 Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the Name of the LORD, *
for his Name only is exalted,
his splendor is over earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!

THE EPISTLE: Revelation 21:1-6

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will
dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with
them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." And the one who
was seated on the throne said, "See, | am making all things new." Also he said, "Write
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, "It is done! | am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift
from the spring of the water of life.”

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL HYMN In Christ There is no East or West HYMNAL 529
vs. 1-2 before the Gospel reading; vs. 3 after the Gospel reading

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 (please remain standing as you are able)

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you,
‘Where | am going, you cannot come.' | give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SERMON THE REV. AMANDA KNOUSE
THE NICENE CREED (please rise in body or spirit) BCP 358

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. (pause)



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We Dbelieve in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son

he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form Il| BCP 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. In the Diocesan and Anglican cycle of
prayer, we pray for St. John’s, Bellefonte; St. Luke’s, Mount Joy; and The Episcopal
Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East.

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Sean, our Presiding Bishop;
Audrey, our Diocesan Bishop; Amanda and Joe, our pastors; and Emma, our seminarian,
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; especially
Donald, our President; Josh, our Governor; Danene, our Mayor; and those serving in the
Armed Forces.

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.



Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially Nancy
Strasburg, Ella, Kevin, Judy Modene, Andrew Gilpin, Cheryl & Rhoda, Ted Griswold,
Collin, Eileen Waite, Andrew Wright, Denise Chandler, Sandy, Marshall, Bonnie,
Debbie Linton, Wade Hinkle, Heidi, Danny, and Kenneth.

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

THE OFFERTORY How Shall | Sing that Majesty Kenneth Naylor

THE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; HyMNAL 380 V.3
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D BCP 372

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God,
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of
life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding
the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as
we sing,

THE SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, HYMNAL S-129
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom
and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When
our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In
your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and
again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to
hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and
his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us,
this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us,
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic
and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its
faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant
People

THE INVITATION

BCP 365

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

The Episcopal Church invites all who seek God to our Lord’s table. Hold out your hands
to receive the bread. The wine is administered in two chalices: the common cup for
drinking and the intinction cup for dipping your wafer into the wine. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, cross your arms over your chest when the wine passes. If you desire a
blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest. Gluten free
wafers are also available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please let an usher know
and we would be happy to bring communion to you!

COMMUNION Music Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord HYMNAL 328 (vs.1-5)
Before Thy Throne HYMNAL 574

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this parish, | send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN We Know That Christ is Raised HYMNAL 296
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THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluial
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE Finale on Engelberg Michael Burkhardt
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St. John’s Traveler Letter:
Did you know St. John’s has a team of pilgrims who travel every week to the very places
we pray for in the Anglican communion? Follow John as he shares a little bit about the
church and the places he visits:

Dear Pastor Amanda,

As-salamu alaikum from Baghdad! This week I write to you from Iraq, where it’s a
steamy 110 degrees outside. | got up early this morning to watch the sun rise over the
Tirigis River before it got too crazy hot. As I stood there, I couldn’t help but think of
this city and this land and how it's changed over the years.

Most Americans probably know Iraq because of the war fought here, but this land,
which used to be called Mesopotamia, is also home to some of the world’s earliest
cities — the first to develop a written language, the wheel, and the concept of time.
Even math — the word algebra comes from the Arabic word “al-jabr” from the ninth
century, over a thousand years ago.

It’s possible that many of the events from the Book of Genesis also took place here,
from the birth of Abraham to the Tower of Babel and other stories from Babylon.
While it’s hard to know for sure, it’s just wild to think that I just bought some
Cheetos at a convenience store maybe not far from where Noah first heard about the
upcoming Flood.

It pains me to see the cycle of violence that’s taken hold throughout this region, with
so many innocent people experiencing pain, struggle, and loss. It’s a hard cycle to
break, but look no further than here in Baghdad to see that change is possible. Today,
while there is occasional unrest, most people feel safe and secure in a way that didn’t
seem possible 20 years ago.

Leaders from across the Arabic world are meeting in Baghdad this weekend to put
differences aside and work towards peace. With all the terrible headlines in the world,
it's a glimmer of hope that gives me strength and | hope it does to you, too.

Blessings Always,
John the Traveler
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S:

TODAY

Coffee Hour to follow each service

8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM
1:00 PM

Holy Eucharist: Rite |
Sunday School
Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Special Meeting with the Vestry!

Education for Ministry

TUESDAY, MAY 20

1:30 PM
2:30 PM
5:00 PM

Martha’s Ministry
Food Pantry
Immigration Clinic

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21

12:00 PM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

HEII with Healing
Men’s Bible Study

Moms Demand Action Meeting

Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, MAY 22

9:00 AM
2:30 PM
7:00 PM

Morning Prayer
Food Pantry
Handbell Choir Rehearsal

FRIDAY, MAY 23

Rector’s Day Off

SUNDAY, MAY 25

Coffee Hour to follow each service

8:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:15 AM
1:00 PM

Holy Eucharist: Rite |
Sunday School

Holy Eucharist: Rite 11
Education for Ministry
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VESTRY MINISTRIES FAIR—TODAY!

The vestry would like to invite you to a
special presentation following the 10:15
a.m. service in the Parish Hall. As our
nation continues to be divided and our
loved ones and neighbors negatively
affected, we would like to gather as a
community of faith to discuss the
various ways we can make a difference.
Please join us as we seek to love our
neighbors and live into our baptismal
VOWS.

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST NEED!

The Community Breakfast Crew will be
collecting sunscreen and hats (baseball
hats, bucket hats) to hand out at
breakfast this summer. Please consider
purchasing SPF 50 and over. Contact
Jess Eccles at jessicalplO@gmail.com
with any questions.



mailto:jessicalp10@gmail.com

WELCOME

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! We are glad you are here. Please tell us a little
bit about yourself by filling out a pew card and placing it in the offertory plate.

OUR MINISTERS
All Baptized Members

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

Dr. Joe Pritchett, Assistant Rector
joe@stjohns-lancaster.org

VESTRY

Drew Dorgan (Sr. Warden), Charles Wear (Treasurer), Ted Loose (Jr. Warden),
Molly Moyer (Secretary), Liz West, Kathy Kyper, Gretchen Walden,
Penn Glazier, Mary Huber, Bruce Waskowicz, Sarah Jones

DELEGATES REPRESENTING ST. JOHN’S AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION

Pam Loose, Br. David Rutledge, Joe Way, Drew Dorgan

STAFF

Mark Herr, Minister of Music (music@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Dana Sanborn, Bookkeeper (finance@stjohns-lancaster.org)
John Knouse, Property Manager (property@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Stephanie Cabrera, Custodian
Danielle Hill, Nursery Attendant

GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE
WWW.STJOHNS-LANCASTER.ORG / 717.299.1188

16



mailto:amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

