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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

St. John’s is an Open and Affirming congregation. In faithfulness to Jesus and  

His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite everyone to celebrate 

with us in the full life and ministry of the Church. We believe strongly in our mission 

statement to Grow in God, Act in Service, and Witness in Love.  

 

 

TO THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW OR ARE VISITING 

 

We are so glad you are here! Ushers are stationed at the back of the church and can 

answer any questions you may have or please ask a neighbor in the next pew. Restrooms 

can be found on the other side of the Parish Hall. In addition to worship, opportunities for 

fellowship exist after the service in the Parish Hall. A nursery is available every Sunday 

for our littlest members next to the restrooms. Thank you for being here! 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT OUR WORSHIP 

 

During the summer months, we worship as one congregation with a service every Sunday 

morning at 9:00 a.m. Our Rite II service comes from the Book of Common Prayer and is 

filled with vibrant music, sacred scripture, and the breaking of bread. This service is 

filled with the joyful sound of children rustling in the pews, anthems sung to the glory of 

God, and the heartfelt prayers of those gathered. With processions, communal singing, 

and a mission to love and serve our neighbors, this service invites one to participate in the 

coming of the Kingdom. At St. John’s everyone is welcome to the Lord’s table. 
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THE WORD OF GOD  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If you have an announcement, you would like the clergy to share,  
please fill out the form on our website or let the office know by noon on Wednesday.  

 

PRELUDE  Over My Head  African American Spiritual 

 (Women’s Ensemble) 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Morning Has Broken  HYMNAL 8  

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (please remain standing as you are able)   
 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  BCP 355 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
GLORIA Glory to God HYMNAL S-278 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy 

Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 1:4-10 (please be seated for the readings) 
 

The word of the Lord came to me saying, 

 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

 

Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 

boy." But the Lord said to me, 

"Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you, 

Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 

 

says the Lord." 

 

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 

"Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to pull down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant." 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 71:1-6 

 

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 

let me never be ashamed. 

2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 

incline your ear to me and save me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 

you are my crag and my stronghold. 

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 

from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
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5 For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, * 

my confidence since I was young. 

6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 

from my mother's womb you have been my strength; * 

my praise shall be always of you. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 12:18-29 

 

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and 

gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the 

hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order 

that was given, "If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death." 

Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear.") But you have 

come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are 

enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 

perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 

speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they 

refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the 

one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has 

promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven." This 

phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of what is shaken-- that is, created things-

- so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom 

that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable 

worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 

 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN  Thine Arm, O Lord, in Days of Old  HYMNAL 567 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17 (please remain standing as you are able) 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
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Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there 
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent 
over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over 
and said, "Woman, you are set free from your ailment." When he laid his hands on her, 
immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader of the 
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, 
"There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, 
and not on the sabbath day." But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does 
not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it 
away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?" When 
he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all 
the wonderful things that he was doing. 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
SERMON  RT. REV. ROBERT GEPERT

  
THE NICENE CREED (please rise in body or spirit)  BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. (pause)  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
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in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son  
he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form IV  BCP 388 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess 

your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory 

in the world. In the Diocesan and Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for St. James 

Episcopal Church, Bedford, the Church of the Province of Southeast Asia and Grace 

Church, Allentown, our “sibling parish”. God of love and mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons. Especially remembering Amanda, our 

Rector, during her time of sabbatical. God of love and mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 

we may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray especially for Donald, 

our president; Josh, our Governor; Danene, our mayor; and those serving in the Armed 

Forces. God of love and mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. God of love and mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially our friends at home; we pray 
for Ellen Keller, Nancy Nemith, Ricky Smith, Joanna Sweeney, Al Kuser, Mary Sue 
Farmer, Ellen Sellers, Edith Kane, Merle Schnee, Sandy Grove, Peggy Zuke, and Peggy 
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Buscher and Teresa Sullivan. Grant that we may serve Christ in them and love one 
another as he loves us. God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit especially Ella, Kevin, 
Judy Modene, Andrew Gilpin, Sandra Gilpin, Cheryl and Rhoda, Ted Griswold, Collin, 
Eileen Waite, Andrew Wright, Denise Chandler, Shirley Parmer, Erin Heintzinger, 
Phyllis Shearer, Ellen Keller, Sandy Patrone, Marshall, Bonnie, Heidi, Danny, Kenneth, 
Sarah Gordon, Leslie Tahsler, Shannon and family, Lainey Jane and family, Sergei, 
Eamon Nelson, Pastor Russell, Jeanne, Paul Hershey, John Kerner, Sr., John Knouse and 
Uylsse Adams; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of 
your salvation. God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  
God of love and mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION 
 

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  
 

THE OFFERTORY  Brother James’ Air   Gordon Jacobs

 (Women’s Ensemble) 
 

THE DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; HYMNAL 380 V.3 

  Praise him, all creatures here below; 

  Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, 

you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

THE SANCTUS  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might HYMN S-129 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   BCP 365 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

THE INVITATION  
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

The Episcopal Church invites all who seek God to our Lord’s table. Hold out your hands 

to receive the bread. The wine is administered in two chalices: the common cup for 

drinking and the intinction cup for dipping your wafer into the wine. If you do not wish to 

receive the wine, cross your arms over your chest when the wine passes. If you desire a 

blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest. Gluten free 

wafers are also available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please let an usher know 

and we would be happy to bring communion to you!  

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  O Bless the Lord, My Soul  HYMNAL 411 

 Holy Father, Great Creator  HYMNAL 368

   

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  
 

Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this parish, I send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
communion of Christ’s body and blood.  

People  We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  BCP 365 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
THE BLESSING  
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  Jerusalem the Golden  HYMNAL 624 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  Sing Forth to the Lord   David Paxton 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MANY THANKS to the Women’s Ensemble for sharing their musical gifts with us this 

morning! 

 

FOYER GROUPS are just around the corner! Please see the bulletin insert for details! 

 

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL PICNIC is TODAY at 11:00 a.m. at Pavillion #32, Buckmiller Park 

on Willow Street Pike. Hamburgers, Hot dogs and paper goods will be provided. 

 

LANCASTER CROP WALK! October 19, 2025, Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church in 

Lancaster. See bulletin insert for details! 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS this morning! School students will be invited up for the 

Blessing of the Backpacks as you head off into this school year.  

 

COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP for the Fall! Please see the bulletin insert for details! 

 

ST. JOHN’S MEN’S BIBLE STUDY will resume meeting Wednesday, September 3. See the 

bulletin insert for more details! 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS this morning are in Loving Memory of Alan Tobie by Sue Tobie. 
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St. John’s Traveler Letter: 

Did you know St. John’s has a team of pilgrims who travel every week to the very places 

we pray for in the Anglican communion? Follow John as he shares a little bit about the 

church and the places he visits: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S: 
 

Dear Pastors Amanda and Joe, and Bishop Bob - 
 

Selamat! Peace to you from Singapore where I'll be worshipping at St. Andrew's 

Cathedral on Sunday morning. St. Andrew's is clearly a European name, here in 

southeast Asia. There are so many cultural influences from other countries that some 

foodies snobbishly say there aren't any uniquely Singaporean dishes. Along with 

occasional fish and chips shops, many of the spices and flavors here were originally 

Hainan, Cantonese, Indian, and Indonesian, along with fusions from Vietnam and 

Australia. Of course, many of those country states at one time or another invaded or 

ruled what finally became Singapore in the 1800's. European influences appeared 

during the years of exploration in the early 1500's. Portuguese, Dutch, and later 

English trading opportunities led to missions spreading "western" education, art, 

culture, and theology. The first Anglican church was built in 1837, followed by a 

school shortly after. Clergy and teachers were well established leading up to the start 

of the Second World War when Japan seized control of Malaysia and Singapore, and 

all European clergy were exiled. Just as we spoke last week about the need for local 

leadership in the American colonies in the absence of English clergy, the remaining 

church leaders here recognized the need to train and ordain local priests and deacons. 

The current bishops, priests, and deacons are predominantly locally born and raised. 
 

Singapore is like an Asian zoo in reverse. It's a city state of bright glass skyscrapers 

reaching to the clouds, encircled by the woodlands and wildlife of the surrounding 

jungle. The city is safe and very modern, and rather expensive. It attracts so many 

people from around the world, to the point that almost a third of the total population 

are expats from other countries. I'm on the southern tip of Malaysia and Malay is the 

official primary language, but English is commonly spoken so I've been able to meet 

many new friends and actually understand what they're saying without resorting 

to clumsy hand motions. I'm looking forward to hearing and joining in their prayers 

and music. While you are praying for the good people here, we will be praying for 

you in America in the hope that we can all get along and live in peace and security. 
 

Blessings Always, 

John the Traveler 



 

 

TODAY 

Lemonade Time to follow Worship 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

  9:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

11:00 AM Parish Picnic, Buckmiller Park 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 25 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26 

1:30 PM Martha’s Ministry 

2:30 PM Food Pantry 

5:00 PM Immigration Clinic 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27 

12:00 PM HEII with Healing 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28 

9:00 AM Morning Prayer 

2:30 PM Food Pantry 

 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 

Lemonado Time to follow Worship 

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
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WELCOME 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! We are glad you are here. Please tell us a little 
bit about yourself by filling out a pew card and placing it in the offertory plate. 

 

 

 OUR MINISTERS  
 

 All Baptized Members 
 

 The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 
 

 The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector 
 amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Joe Pritchett, Assistant Rector 
  Joe@stjohns-lancaster.org  
 

 VESTRY 
 

Drew Dorgan (Sr. Warden), Charles Wear (Treasurer), Ted Loose (Jr. Warden),  
Molly Moyer (Secretary), Liz West, Kathy Kyper, Gretchen Walden,  

Penn Glazier, Mary Huber, Bruce Waskowicz, Sarah Jones 
 
 

DELEGATES REPRESENTING ST. JOHN’S AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
 

 Pam Loose, Br. David Rutledge, Joe Way, Drew Dorgan  
 

 

 STAFF  
 

 Mark Herr, Minister of Music (music@stjohns-lancaster.org) 
 Dana Sanborn, Bookkeeper (finance@stjohns-lancaster.org) 
 John Knouse, Property Manager (property@stjohns-lancaster.org) 
 Stephanie Cabrera, Custodian 
 Danielle Hill, Nursery Attendant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE 

 WWW.STJOHNS-LANCASTER.ORG / 717.299.1188 

mailto:amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

