ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

HoLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
OCTOBER 5, 2025 AT 10:15 A.M.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

St. John’s is an Open and Affirming congregation. In faithfulness to Jesus and

His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite everyone to celebrate
with us in the full life and ministry of the Church. We believe strongly in our mission
statement to Grow in God, Act in Service, and Witness in Love.

TO THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW OR ARE VISITING

We are so glad you are here! Ushers are stationed at the back of the church and can
answer any questions you may have or please ask a neighbor in the next pew. Restrooms
can be found on the other side of the Parish Hall. In addition to worship, opportunities for
fellowship exist after the service in the Parish Hall. A nursery is available every Sunday
for our littlest members next to the restrooms. Thank you for being here!

A NOTE ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Our Rite II service comes from the Book of Common Prayer and is filled with vibrant
music, sacred scripture, and the breaking of bread. This service is filled with the joyful
sound of children rustling in the pews, anthems sung to the glory of God, and the heartfelt
prayers of those gathered. With acolytes and processions, communal singing, and a
mission to love and serve our neighbors, this service invites one to participate in the
coming of the Kingdom. At St. John’s everyone is welcome to the Lord’s table.

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Our Wednesday healing service at 12:00 P.M. is an invitation to lay before God the
people and situations in need of healing. This service, using the Book of Common Prayer
and other resources, is grounded in healing prayers, anointing with holy oil, and the
sharing of the sacrament. The service is short enough to accommodate lunch breaks yet
full enough to transform hearts.

Every Thursday at 9:00 A.M. Brother David leads Morning Prayer in the Mary Chapel.
This quiet, contemplative service is open to all and is a wonderful way to begin one’s
day. The service lasts about 20 minutes.




THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you have an announcement, you would like the clergy to share,
please fill out the form on our website or let the office know by noon on Wednesday.

PRELUDE Chorale Joseph Jongen
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Let us, with a gladsome mind HYMNAL 389

OPENING ACCLAMATION (please remain standing as you are able)

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God'’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA Glory to God HYMNAL S-278
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to
give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good
things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of
Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.



THE FIRST LESSON: Lamentations 1:1-6 (please be seated)

How lonely sits the city
that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become,
she that was great among the nations!
She that was a princess among the provinces
has become a vassal.
She weeps bitterly in the night,
with tears on her cheeks;
among all her lovers
she has no one to comfort her;
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her,
they have become her enemies.
Judah has gone into exile with suffering
and hard servitude;
she lives now among the nations,
and finds no resting place;
her pursuers have all overtaken her
in the midst of her distress.
The roads to Zion mourn,
for no one comes to the festivals;
all her gates are desolate,
her priests groan;
her young girls grieve,
and her lot is bitter.
Her foes have become the masters,
her enemies prosper,
because the Lord has made her suffer
for the multitude of her transgressions;
her children have gone away,
captives before the foe.
From daughter Zion has departed
all her majesty.
Her princes have become like stags
that find no pasture;
they fled without strength
before the pursuer.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



PSALM 137

1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, *
when we remembered you, O Zion.
2 As for our harps, we hung them up *
on the trees in the midst of that land.
3 For those who led us away captive asked us for a song,
and our oppressors called for mirth: *
"Sing us one of the songs of Zion."
4 How shall we sing the LORD'S song *
upon an alien soil.
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, *
let my right hand forget its skill.
6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
if I do not remember you, *
if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.
7 Remember the day of Jerusalem, O LORD,
against the people of Edom, *
who said, "Down with it! down with it! even to the ground!"
8 O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, *
happy the one who pays you back
for what you have done to us!
9 Happy shall he be who takes your little ones, *
and dashes them against the rock!

THE EPISTLE: 2 Timothy 1:1-14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that
is in Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I am grateful to God-- whom I worship with a clear
conscience, as my ancestors did-- when I remember you constantly in my prayers night
and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle
the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give
us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and
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brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a
herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to
guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching
that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the
good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN Ye servants of God HYMNAL 535

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 (please remain standing as you are able)

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, "If you had faith the
size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in
the sea,' and it would obey you.

"Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending
sheep in the field, "Come here at once and take your place at the table'? Would you not
rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and
drink; later you may eat and drink'? Do you thank the slave for doing what was
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, "'We
are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!""

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SERMON The Rev. Amanda Knouse
THE NICENE CREED (please rise in body or spirit) BCP 358

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man. (pause)

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son

he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form IV BCP 388

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess
your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory
in the world. In the Diocesan and Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Andrew’s in
the Valley, Harrisburg; St. Mark’s, Lewistown; The Anglican Church of Tanzania; and
Grace Church, Allentown, our “sibling parish”. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.



We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons, especially Sean our Presiding Bishop;
Audrey, our Diocesan Bishop; Amanda and Joe, our clergy; and Emma and Kim, our
seminarians. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray especially for Donald,
our president; Josh, our Governor; Danene, our mayor; and those serving in the Armed
Forces. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. God of love and mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially our friends at home; we pray
for Ellen Keller, Nancy Nemith, Ricky Smith, Joanna Sweeney, Al Kuser, Mary Sue
Farmer, Ellen Sellers, Edith Kane, Merle Schnee, Sandy Grove, Peggy Zuke, Peggy
Buscher, and Teresa Sullivan. Grant that we may serve Christ in them and love one
another as he loves us. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit especially Ella, Kevin,
Judy Modene, Andrew Gilpin, Cheryl and Rhoda, Ted Griswold, Collin, Eileen Waite,
Denise Chandler, Shirley Parmer, Erin Heintzinger, Phyllis Shearer, Ann Marie, Sandy
Patrone, Marshall, Leslie Tahsler, Paul Hershey; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CONFESSION

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
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Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES BCP 830

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts, may your peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
THE OFFERTORY The Road Home adapted by Stephen Paulus
THE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, HYMNAL 380 v.3

Praise him, all creatures here below,
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life,
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might HYMN S-129
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this
we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP 365

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

The Episcopal Church invites all who seek God to our Lord’s table. Hold out your hands
to receive the bread. The wine is administered in two chalices: the common cup for
drinking and the intinction cup for dipping your wafer into the wine. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, cross your arms over your chest when the wine passes. If you desire a
blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest. Gluten free
wafers are also available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please let an usher know
and we would be happy to bring communion to you!

COMMUNION MUSIC I call on thee, Lord Jesus Christ HYMNAL 634
O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee HYMNAL 660

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this parish, I send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the
journey with us, so be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised HYMNAL 655

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
POSTLUDE Prelude in G Johann Sebastian Bach

Being with God:

Contemplative Prayer and
Meditation in the Christian Tradition

A Four-Week Series at St. John's

Join at 9:15 a.m. in the All Purpose
Room beginning Sunday, October 5™

Be still and khow that | am God. Ps 4610
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St. John’s Traveler Letter:
Did you know St. John’s has a team of pilgrims who travel every week to the very places
we pray for in the Anglican communion? Follow John as he shares a little bit about the
church and the places he visits:

Dear Pastors Amanda and Joe,

Harabi from Tanzania! It’s been a week of celebration in this nation in east-central
Africa. Late last week, a runner by the name of Alphonce Felix Simbu became the
first Tanzanian to win gold in the marathon. Even though the full race was more than
26 miles, it was a photo finish as Alphonce only won by 0.03 seconds — less time than
it takes to snap your fingers!

During the race, I wandered through Kariakoo Market, normally a place where
people of all sorts of backgrounds — African, Arab, Indian, and European — gather
together to sell and purchase all sorts of things like bananas, passion fruit, pineapples,
and coffee. But today, everyone was gathered around a giant 50 foot screen set up in
the center of the marketplace, watching the race and cheering on Alphonce every step
of the way.

Since his big win, the atmosphere here in Dar-Es-Salaam has been a friendly chaos.
People were honking in the street, setting off bonfires, and celebrating with friends. It
reminded me of when the Philadelphia Eagles won the Super Bowl earlier this year!

Even the church services here were more joyful than usual. We blessed three animals
named Alphonce at today’s blessing of the animals and some children raced up the
aisle for communion, pretending it was a marathon. People of all backgrounds here —
and there are many — have taken pride in Alphonce and what he represents for
themselves, their family, and their country.

There’s an optimism here that [ haven’t seen in a while and I hope it's contagious. To
everyone back home, I hope you find your Alphonce, whatever that may look like.
Run fast!

Blessings always,
John Traveler
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S:

TODAY

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite I
9:15 AM Sunday School

10:15 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite II
11:30 AM Parent Meeting

1:00 PM Education for Ministry

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
4:30 PM TLC Gathering

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
1:30 PM Martha’s Ministry
2:30 PM Food Pantry

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8

12:00 PM Healing Service
2:00 PM Men'’s Bible Study
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9

9:00 AM Morning Prayer
9:30 PM Staff Meeting
2:30 PM Food Pantry

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
Rector’s Day Off

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
Colffee Hour to follow each service

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite I
9:15 AM Sunday School

10:15 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite II
1:00 PM Education for Ministry
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Foyer Groups Are Up and Running But
It's Not Too Late To Jump Aboard!
Foyer Group members met for a light
supper in September, and we proudly
announce that we have FIVE operating
groups! Here is the best part...IT'S NOT
TOO LATE TO JOIN! Don't sit home, sad,
thinking you missed out! Call Gretchen
Walden at 540-817-9013 or email at
gretchdw(@gmail.com and she will connect
you with a group!

Online Art Auction to Benefit St. John’s
The online art auction featuring the
collectibles of Debbie Carter is live! Please
check out all the goodies and share far and
wide:
https://bid.pmorganauctions.com/ui/auct
ions/149108

All proceeds benefit St. John's mission and
ministry! The Auction ends October 8!
You can find the auction link on our St.
John’s facebook page and in the October
Newsletter.

Parent Meeting

All parents of our children and youth are
invited to join Amanda+ and Joe+ today at
11:30 a.m. to discuss Children and Youth
Ministries! We’re ramping up for a great
year and need your voices! We’ll meet in
the All Purpose Room (next to the
courtyard).
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WELCOME

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! We are glad you are here. Please tell us a little
bit about yourself by filling out a pew card and placing it in the offertory plate.

OUR MINISTERS
All Baptized Members

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

The Rev. Dr. Joe Pritchett, Assistant Rector
Joe@stjohns-lancaster.org

VESTRY

Drew Dorgan (Sr. Warden), Charles Wear (Treasurer), Ted Loose (Jr. Warden),
Molly Moyer (Secretary), Liz West, Kathy Kyper, Gretchen Walden,
Penn Glazier, Mary Huber, Bruce Waskowicz, Sarah Jones

DELEGATES REPRESENTING ST. JOHN’S AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION

Pam Loose, Br. David Rutledge, Joe Way, Drew Dorgan

STAFF

Mark Herr, Minister of Music (music(@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Dana Sanborn, Bookkeeper (finance@stjohns-lancaster.org)
John Knouse, Property Manager (property@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Stephanie Cabrera, Custodian
Danielle Hill, Nursery Attendant

GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE
WWW.STJOHNS-LANCASTER.ORG / 717.299.1188
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