ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

HoOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
NOVEMBER 23,2025 AT 10:15 A.M.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

St. John’s is an Open and Affirming congregation. In faithfulness to Jesus and

His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite everyone to celebrate
with us in the full life and ministry of the Church. We believe strongly in our mission
statement to Grow in God, Act in Service, and Witness in Love.

TO THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW OR ARE VISITING

We are so glad you are here! Ushers are stationed at the back of the church and can
answer any questions you may have or please ask a neighbor in the next pew. Restrooms
can be found on the other side of the Parish Hall. In addition to worship, opportunities for
fellowship exist after the service in the Parish Hall. A nursery is available every Sunday
for our littlest members next to the restrooms. Thank you for being here!

A NOTE ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

Our Rite II service comes from the Book of Common Prayer and is filled with vibrant
music, sacred scripture, and the breaking of bread. This service is filled with the joyful
sound of children rustling in the pews, anthems sung to the glory of God, and the heartfelt
prayers of those gathered. With acolytes and processions, communal singing, and a
mission to love and serve our neighbors, this service invites one to participate in the
coming of the Kingdom. At St. John’s everyone is welcome to the Lord’s table.

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Our Wednesday healing service at 12:00 P.M. is an invitation to lay before God the
people and situations in need of healing. This service, using the Book of Common Prayer
and other resources, is grounded in healing prayers, anointing with holy oil, and the
sharing of the sacrament. The service is short enough to accommodate lunch breaks yet
full enough to transform hearts.

Every Thursday at 9:00 A.M. Brother David leads Morning Prayer in the Mary Chapel.
This quiet, contemplative service is open to all and is a wonderful way to begin one’s
day. The service lasts about 20 minutes.




THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you have an announcement, you would like the clergy to share,
please fill out the form on our website or let the office know by noon on Wednesday.

PRELUDE Now Thank We All Our God Anton Leupold
PROCESSIONAL HYMN All praise to thee HYMNAL 477

OPENING ACCLAMATION (please remain standing as you are able)

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God'’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA Glory to God HYMNAL S-278
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved
Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth,
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for

ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 23:1-6 (please be seated)
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.

Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd
my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
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have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord.
Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. The days are surely
coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which
he will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 16

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



THE EPISTLE: Colossians 1:11-20

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of
the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers-- all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus HYMNAL 460

(sing vs. 1&2 before the Gospel Reading; vs. 3 after the Gospel)

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43 (please remain standing as you are able)

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The
people stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are
the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the
King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him,
saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise."



The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

THE NICENE CREED (please rise in body or spirit)

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man. (pause)

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son

he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Rev. Amanda Knouse
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form IV (please kneel as you are able) BCP 388

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. In the Diocesan and Anglican
cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Edward’s, Lancaster; The Anglican Church in New
Zealand and Polynesia; and Grace Church Allentown, our “sibling parish”. God of love
and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons, especially Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Sean our Presiding Bishop; Audrey, our Diocesan Bishop; Amanda and Joe, our clergy;
and Emma and Kim, our seminarians. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray especially for Donald,
our president; Josh, our Governor; Danene, our mayor; and those serving in the Armed
Forces. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. God of love and mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially our friends at home; we pray
for Ellen Keller, Nancy Nemith, Ricky Smith, Joanna Sweeney, Al Kuser, Mary Sue
Farmer, Ellen Sellers, Edith Kane, Merle Schnee, Sandy Grove, Peggy Zuke, Peggy
Buscher, and Teresa Sullivan. Grant that we may serve Christ in them and love one
another as he loves us. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit especially Ella, Kevin,
Judy Modene, Andrew Gilpin, Cheryl and Rhoda, Ted Griswold, Collin, Eileen Waite,
Denise Chandler, Shirley Parmer, Ann Marie, Karlah Gibbs, Kathy Dodge and family,
Sandy Patrone, Marshall, Leslie Tahsler, Marianne, Elly, Steve, Heidi, Danny, and
Kenneth; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your
salvation. God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

God of love and mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CONFESSION
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

THE OFFERTORY Cantate Domino Guiseppe Pitoni



THE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, HYMNAL 380 v.3
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life,
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might HYMN S-129
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BCP 365
Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

The Episcopal Church invites all who seek God to our Lord’s table. Hold out your hands
to receive the bread. The wine is administered in two chalices: the common cup for
drinking and the intinction cup for dipping your wafer into the wine. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, cross your arms over your chest when the wine passes. If you desire a
blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest. Gluten free
wafers are also available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please let an usher know
and we would be happy to bring communion to you!

COMMUNION MusIC Let all mortal flesh keep silence HYMNAL 324
My song is love unknown HYMNAL 458

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this parish, I send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the
journey with us, so be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN Jesus shall reign HYMNAL 544

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
POSTLUDE Festival Finale Malcolm Archer
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Bible Study at St. John’s
Eighteen months ago, a group of male parishioners agreed, with Amanda’s blessing, to
begin a men’s bible study group. An important assumption about the new group was that
men “of a certain age” are reluctant to read scripture and discuss it, so a male-only setting
might ease such inhibitions.

We’ve met weekly since then, and all participants have found it to be a deeply rewarding
experience. We’ve learned two things: First, a mutually supporting group is a great way
to overcome shyness and hesitation for any reason, not just gender. Second, bible study in
a group provides an opportunity to hear a variety of interpretations. And the more
participants, the better.

So, again with Amanda’s blessing, we hope to become simply the St. John’s Bible Study
group, open to all who have an interest. Since spring 2024 we have read the Old
Testament and are mostly through the Apocrypha. After the holidays we will begin the
New Testament. We use a commentary text in addition to the Bible. No previous
experience required. As of now, we meet Wednesdays, 2:00-3:30 pm in the Parish Hall.
But based on interest, we are open to discussing day and duration. If interested, contact
Wade Hinkle (571-533-5181, wphinkle@gmail.com) or Dave Martin (717-327-5621,
mdsmartinduncan@aol.com).
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St. John’s Traveler Letter:
Did you know St. John’s has a team of pilgrims who travel every week to the very places
we pray for in the Anglican communion? Follow John as he shares a little bit about the
church and the places he visits:

Dear Pastors Amanda and Joe,

Kia ora from the South Island! That’s how they say “hello” in the Maori language of
the native New Zealand peoples. While all of you are preparing for winter, it’s just
approaching peak summer here in the southern hemisphere. I don’t want to brag, but
it’s 75 degrees and not a cloud in the sky. It’s hard to do the beautiful beaches and
mountains justice here in words. I guess you’ll all just have to come visit!

The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia — which we pray for
this week as part of our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer — is unique in that two of the names
in the title (Aotearoa and New Zealand) refer to the same place. The native Maori call
this land Aeotearoa, while the descendants of British colonists call it New Zealand.
Separating the two by name draws attention to the unique needs of the Maori people,
who have called these two big islands home for hundreds of years, well before
Europeans arrived.

The Maori are generally poorer and have shorter life spans than white New
Zealanders. Their schools are often underfunded and communities suffer from
underinvestment. Earlier this week, I went on a whitewater rafting trip sponsored by
the Maori. From beginning to end, the entire tour was guided by the Maori principle
of kaitiakitanga, which emphasizes a deep spiritual connection between people and
nature and prioritizes care and understanding for the environment alongside tourism.
It made me appreciate the trip all the more — even when we all hit a Class Four rapid
and got flung from our raft!!

I thought the focus on interconnectedness was a pretty neat concept and plan to
incorporate that into my day-to-day life where I can. Seems like a great mindset as
we approach the season of Advent and the coming of Christ, no?

Blessings always,
John Traveler
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S:

TODAY

Coffee Hour to follow each service
MAKERS MARKET!!!!

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite I
9:15 AM Sunday School

10:15 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite II
1:00 PM Education for Ministry
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24

5:00 PM Stewardship Committee

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

1:30 PM
2:30 PM
5:00 PM

Martha’s Ministry
Food Pantry
Immigration Clinic

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

12:00 PM
2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Healing Service
Bible Study
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27

9:00 AM

Thanksgiving Morning Prayer

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Rector’s Day Off

SUNDAY., NOVEMBER 30

Colffee Hour to follow each service

8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
1:00 PM

Holy Eucharist: Rite I
Sunday School

Holy Eucharist: Rite II
Education for Ministry
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MAKERS MARKET

The Makers Market is in full swing and
there’s still an opportunity to find the
perfect gift for a friend or loved one! Check
out what’s available after worship in the
Parish Hall and don’t forget to get your
raffle tickets for the baskets!

THANKSGIVING MORNING PRAYER

Join us in the St. Mary’s Chapel on
Thanksgiving to give thanks for all we’ve
been given! We’ll prayer morning prayer
and enjoy the company of each other!
Worship begins at 9:00 a.m.

GIFTS THAT GIVE HOPE

Nov. 30 from 11:00 a.m. till 3:00 p.m.
Farm and Home Center

When you choose Gifts That Give Hope,
your purchase directly supports nonprofits
making a real difference in our community
and around the world. Discover ethical and
impactful alternatives to traditional gifts—
each one filled with purpose, compassion,
and lasting impact. Because giving
thoughtfully changes lives.

DAYTIME FOYER GROUP — DEC. 1

One of our Foyer Groups meets the first
Wednesday of every month at 1:00 p.m. for
lunch and conversation. If you’d like to
join the group, please contact Sue
Heilman. The more the merrier!

GREENING OF THE CHURCH — DEC. 6

The greening of the campus will take place
on Saturday, December 6 at 10:00 AM. If
you would like to get into the Christmas
Spirit by hanging wreaths and garland
outside of St. Joh’s, please join us for the
festivities! Thanks, Janice & Kevin Henry




WELCOME

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! We are glad you are here. Please tell us a little
bit about yourself by filling out a pew card and placing it in the offertory plate.

OUR MINISTERS
All Baptized Members

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org

The Rev. Dr. Joe Pritchett, Assistant Rector
Joe@stjohns-lancaster.org

VESTRY

Drew Dorgan (Sr. Warden), Charles Wear (Treasurer), Ted Loose (Jr. Warden),
Molly Moyer (Secretary), Liz West, Kathy Kyper, Gretchen Walden,
Penn Glazier, Mary Huber, Bruce Waskowicz, Sarah Jones

DELEGATES REPRESENTING ST. JOHN’S AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION

Pam Loose, Br. David Rutledge, Joe Way, Drew Dorgan

STAFF

Mark Herr, Minister of Music (music(@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Dana Sanborn, Bookkeeper (finance@stjohns-lancaster.org)

John Knouse, Property Manager (property@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Jessica Morales, Communications Director (jessica@stjohns-lancaster.org)
Stephanie Cabrera, Custodian
Danielle Hill, Nursery Attendant

GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE
WWW.STJOHNS-LANCASTER.ORG / 717.299.1188
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