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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

St. John’s is an Open and Affirming congregation. In faithfulness to Jesus and  

His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite everyone to celebrate 

with us in the full life and ministry of the Church. We believe strongly in our mission 

statement to Grow in God, Act in Service, and Witness in Love.  

 

 

TO THOSE WHO MAY BE NEW OR ARE VISITING 

 

We are so glad you are here! Ushers are stationed at the back of the church and can 

answer any questions you may have or please ask a neighbor in the next pew. Restrooms 

can be found on the other side of the Parish Hall. In addition to worship, opportunities for 

fellowship exist after the service in the Parish Hall. Sunday School for children and youth 

takes place at 9:15 a.m. in the Christian Education wing. A nursery is available for our 

littlest members during this service, however, please know children are always welcome 

in worship. Thank you for being here! 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT OUR WORSHIP 
 

Our Rite II service comes from the Book of Common Prayer and is filled with vibrant 

music, sacred scripture, and the breaking of bread. This service is filled with the joyful 

sound of children rustling in the pews, anthems sung to the glory of God, and the heartfelt 

prayers of those gathered. With acolytes and processions, communal singing, and a 

mission to love and serve our neighbors, this service invites one to participate in the 

coming of the Kingdom. At St. John’s everyone is welcome to the Lord’s table. 

 

In addition to Sunday services, we also offer a Healing service with Holy Eucharist every 

Wednesday at noon and on Thursday at 9:00 a.m., Brother David leads Morning Prayer 

in the Mary Chapel. All are welcome to join! 
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THE WORD OF GOD  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you have an announcement, you would like the clergy to share,  
please fill out the form on our website or let the office know no later than Thursday.  

 

PRELUDE   Jesus Is Lord    Matthew H. Corl 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Crown him with many crowns HYMNAL 494 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (please remain standing as you are able)   
 

Officiant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  BCP 355 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A SONG OF PRAISE Glory to you HYMNAL S-236 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy 
Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON: Acts 1:6-14 (please be seated)  
 
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
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Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they 
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 68:1-10, 33-36 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
let them also be merry and joyful. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
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10 Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; 
his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 

 
THE EPISTLE: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 
is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast 
in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 
the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

GRADUAL HYMN  See the Conqueror Mounts On High HYMNAL 215 

vs. 1-2 before the Gospel reading; vs. 3 after the Gospel reading 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 17:1-11(please remain standing as you are able) 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
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Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am 
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.” 
  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

SERMON  THE REV. AMANDA KNOUSE 
 

THE NICENE CREED (please rise in body or spirit)  BCP 358 

 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. (pause)  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son  
he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form III   BCP 387 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. In the Diocesan and Anglican cycle of 

prayer, we pray for Grace Church, Honesdale; St. Stephen's, Harrisburg; Stevenson 

School for Ministry; and The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.. 

That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; we pray 
especially for our friends at home, Ellen Keller, Nancy Nemith, Ricky Smith, Joanna 
Sweeney, Al Kuser, Mary Sue Farmer, Ellen Sellers, Edith Kane, Merle Schnee, Sandy 
Grove, Peggy Zuke, Theresa Sullivan, Peggy Buscher, and Jim Crothers. 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Sean, our Presiding Bishop; 
Audrey and Kevin, our Bishops; Amanda and Joe, our clergy; and Kim, our seminarian. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; especially 
Donald, the President; Josh, the Governor; Jaime, the Mayor; and those serving in the 
Armed Forces. 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 

with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 

infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us;  

Unite us in bonds of love. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially Judy 
Modene, Andrew Gilpin, Cheryl & Rhoda, Ted Griswold, Collin, Eileen Waite, Ann 
Marie, Sandy Patrone, Marshall, Leslie Tahsler, John Lawrence, Elly, Heidi, Danny & 
Kenneth, Briz Skiles, Maria Wright, Denise Chandler, Jamie Labat, Andrew, Maria, 
and Pat Miller. 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Celebrant  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

GRADUATION BLESSING 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST  

 

Thank you for your generosity as we seek to live into our mission and 

ministries. Together, our gifts make this community of welcome, 

reconciliation, and service possible. You can place your offering in the 

plates when they are passed or by using our secure QR Code. Thank you 

for sharing your gifts! 

 

THE OFFERTORY  A Carol for Ascension    Lloyd Pfautsch 

 

THE DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; HYMNAL 380 V.3 

  Praise him, all creatures here below; 

  Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D  BCP 372 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 

living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of 

life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you 

created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.  

 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding 

the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 

giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as 

we sing, 

  

 THE SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  HYMNAL S-129 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest.  
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom 
and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so 
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When 
our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In 
your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and 
again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to 
hope for salvation. 
  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son 
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of 
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, 
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
  

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he 
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and 
his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, 
this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.  
  

We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.  
  

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, 
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy 
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. 
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Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its 
faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with 

you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty 

God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,  
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   BCP 365 

 

Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

THE INVITATION  

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

The Episcopal Church invites all who seek God to our Lord’s table. Hold out your hands 

to receive the bread. The wine is administered in two chalices: the common cup for 

drinking and the intinction cup for dipping your wafer into the wine. If you do not wish to 

receive the wine, cross your arms over your chest when the wine passes. If you desire a 

blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest. Gluten free 

wafers are also available. If you are unable to come to the altar, please let an usher know 

and we would be happy to bring communion to you!  

 
COMMUNION MUSIC  Thou, Who at thy First Eucharist Didst Pray HYMNAL 315 

 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing HYMNAL 217 

 

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  
 
Celebrant In the name of God and on behalf of this parish, I send you forth bearing 

these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
communion of Christ’s body and blood.  

People  We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one cup. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  BCP 365 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
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THE BLESSING  

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 

always. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name  HYMNAL 450 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE Christ Triumphant, Every Reigning    Leddington Wright 
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St. John’s Traveler Letter: 

Did you know St. John’s has a team of pilgrims who travel every week to the very places 

we pray for in the Anglican communion? Follow John as he shares a little bit about the 

church and the places he visits: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Pastors Amanda and Joe, 

 

Miambe from Papua New Guinea! 

 

It’s been a wild week on this island nation just north of Australia. I took some time to 

learn some Hiru Motu, one of the official languages here alongside English, but 

realized it was more or less useless once I got outside the capitol where a bunch of 

different languages are spoken. In fact, there’s 840 languages spoken here, or a 

quarter of all the languages found in the entire world. Depending on where you live, 

you may say “ena,” “akipa,” “avet,” “oi namo,” or “nambel” to say hello. 

 

For me, it was “miambe” of the Kâte language spoken in the eastern highlands region 

of Morobe, about 100 miles north of the capital of Port Moresby. Aside from a 

Lutheran Mission Station in Zaka, a ten mile boat ride away, there’s no churches here 

despite nearly everyone being Christian. Instead, people gather in people’s homes for 

prayer, singing, and worship or, if the weather’s good, outdoors under the trees. 

 

During an evening church service last night, instead of passing around an offering 

plate for money, people brought sweet potatoes, rice, and even fish to support the 

local church community. I asked where I could donate some kina, the currency here, 

and the woman next to me smiled. “We wouldn’t know what to do with that,” she 

explained. “Everything here runs on food contributions or shared labor.” Imagine that 

– a world without money! 

 

Until then, I’ll be spending the last few days here honing my language skills. “Lukim 

yu bihain,” “aniu emu,” “wae pea,” or “see you later,” depending on which language 

you speak! 

 
 

Blessings Always, 

John the Traveler 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY | WEDNESDAYS AT 2:00 PM | PARISH HALL 
Every Wednesday at 2:00 p.m., a group meets in the Parish Hall for a lively discussion of 
the Holy Scriptures. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend! All you need is a bible 
and an open heart. Please join us! 
 
TRANSFORMING QUESTIONS | ADULT EDUCATION AT 9:15 A.M.  

All Adult Learners are invited to join us for Part II of our Enquirer’s Class! For this 

series, we will be discussing Transforming Questions from Forward Movement. We’ll 

explore questions such as: How should we live? Why is there suffering? What happens 

after death? Does God answer prayer? and others… Join us Sundays: May 10, 17, 24, 31 

 

CHURCH PICNIC | JUNE 7TH AT THE LANCASTER COUNTY PARK 

Please join us for our Annual St. John’s Parish Picnic on Sunday, June 7th. We will meet 

after the 10:15 service, around noon at Lancaster County Park, Pavilion #1.  The address 

is 1049 Rockford Rd. Please use the sign-up link in the May Messenger to let us know if 

you are coming and what you plan to bring.  Contact Karen Di Pace with any questions at 

karen.dipace@gmail.com. We hope you all can join us!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
9:15 AM Sunday School & Adult Forum 
10:15 AM Holy Eucharist II with Choir 
12:00 PM Vestry Meeting 
1:30 AM Education for Ministry  
 

MONDAY  
Administration Day (Office Closed) 
 
TUESDAY 
2:00 PM Martha’s Ministry  
2:30 PM Food Pantry 

5:00 PM Immigration Clinic 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY  

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist with Healing 

2:00 PM Weekly Bible Study 

7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

THURSDAY 

9:00 AM Morning Prayer  

9:30 AM Staff Meeting  

2:30 PM Food Pantry 

6:00 PM Community Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 

FRIDAY  

Rector’s Day off 

 



 
WELCOME 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! We are glad you are here. Please tell us a little 
bit about yourself by filling out a pew card and placing it in the offertory plate. 

 

 
OUR MINISTERS 

 

All Baptized Members 
 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, Diocesan Bishop 
 

The Rev. Amanda Knouse, Rector 
amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 

The Rev. Dr. Joe Pritchett, Assistant Rector 
joe@stjohns-lancaster.org 

 

The Rev. Rob Kazee, Ecumenical Associate 
 
 

VESTRY 
 

Drew Dorgan (Sr. Warden), Mary Huber (Jr. Warden), Charles Wear (Treasurer), 
Emma Luck (Secretary), Gretchen Walden, Penn Glazier, Bruce Waskowicz, 

Sarah Jones, Bruce Morgan, Brad Zuke 
 
 

DELEGATES REPRESENTING ST. JOHN’S AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
 

John Gouveia, Wade Hinkle, Kim Bomberger, Michelle Engle 
 

STAFF 
 

Mark Herr, Minister of Music (music@stjohns-lancaster.org) 
Dana Sanborn, Bookkeeper (finance@stjohns-lancaster.org) 

John Knouse, Property Manager (property@stjohns-lancaster.org) 
Stephanie Cabrera, Custodian 

Danielle Hill, Nursery Attendant 
 

 
 

GROW IN GOD, ACT IN SERVICE, WITNESS IN LOVE 

WWW.STJOHNS-LANCASTER.ORG / 717.299.1188 
 

mailto:amanda@stjohns-lancaster.org
mailto:property@stjohns-lancaster.org

